
GCSE English Language
Supporting Your Child



Understanding the Course

• 60% Exam:

▫ Unit 1: fiction

▫ Unit 2: Non-fiction

• 40% Controlled Assessment



Key Dates

• Mock exams:12th and 13th November

• Unit 1: 13th January

• Unit 2: 21st January

• Literature unit 1 resit: 9th January

• Speaking and Listening: 19th February



Supporting Reading

• What types of questions might be asked?  

▫ Locating information (list details, what evidence, 
what do you learn...?)

▫ What are the writer’s thoughts and feelings 
about...?

▫ What impression do you get of...?

▫ How does the writer persuade...?

▫ Compare how both texts...(unit 2)



Reading: What is PEE/TQE?

• Point/ Evidence (quotation)/ explanation

• Technique/ Evidence/ Explanation



How does Davidson try to prove that Manchester 

is the perfect place for a city break?

He also says Manchester is 
great for young people, 
using informal, colloquial 
language such as a ‘funky’ 
restaurant and a ‘seriously 
cool’ hotel to appeal to a 
more juvenile audience.



What does a C grade reading response 

look like?



Practical Tips
• Get pupils to highlight the key words in the question-

explain the question in their own words.
• Create sample questions using non-fiction texts such as 

leaflets and magazine articles.
• Get them to label the TQE/ PEE sections in their 

answer.
• Get pupils to count how many different points they’ve 

made in their answer (answers are worth 10 marks).
• Encourage them to read- both literature texts and also 

for pleasure.
• When reading, encourage them to look up difficult words 

in the dictionary. 



Supporting Writing

Unit 1
▫ Narrative writing

Unit 2
▫ Speeches
▫ Formal or informal letters
▫ Leaflets
▫ Articles
▫ Reports
▫ Reviews



What does a C grade piece of writing 

look like?



Common Mistakes

• Punctuation

• Spelling

• Sentence structure

• Lacks detail

• Paragraphing

• Structure



• Get your son/ daughter to read their work aloud/ read it to 
them.

• Use exercise books to identify common spelling errors.

• Work with them to identify punctuation mistakes.  Get them 
to highlight where they’ve used apostrophes/ capital letters 
etc correctly.

• Get them writing under timed conditions.

• Use teacher targets in their book to help them focus- pupils 
should be able to label where they have met these targets.



Varying their writing

• Openers:
▫ Connectives: Then, All of a sudden, In addition
▫ ‘ing’ verbs: Hurrying, Jumping, Running
▫ Adverbs: Suddenly, Happily, Miserably

• Connectives:
▫ Moreover, furthermore, in contrast, therefore, as a result

• Vocabulary: 
▫ Collect some more sophisticated words pupils could use in 

their writing.  
▫ Encourage them to identify three words to change in every 

written piece.
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