Newsletter Spring Term 2015

School for the 21st century at the heart of the community

Maths Pupils celebrate best ever GCSE Results
Year 11 students at Llantwit Major
School are celebrating achieving an
outstanding set of GCSE maths results
which were sat in November.
79% of the year group achieved an A*C grade. This exceptional outcome
reflects the continual hard work of
the students and the Maths
Department who supported them to
achieve the results.
In order to push standards further,
maths groups are now being
reorganised and all pupils are being
encouraged to achieve an additional
maths qualification or even higher
GCSE grades. For those small number
of students who just missed out on a
C grade, they will be taught in very
small teaching groups to ensure they
achieve at least a C grade in the
summer exam.
We are confident that the school’s
maths results will be amongst the
best in Wales when results are
analysed at the end of the academic
year.

End of Autumn Term
Roll of Honour
Congratulations to all of the ‘Points to Success’ prize
term.

winners this

Tesco vouchers have been awarded to pupils who were top points
scorers in their year group (1st, 2nd and 3rd) and top of their form
group.
In a continued effort to reward pupils for their good attendance, we
have continued our attendance prize draw for each year group. The
name of every pupil in the year group is put into a ‘hat’ and a pupil
name is drawn out every fortnight. If the pupil has had 100%
attendance over the fortnight they receive £5.
As attendance is linked to performance we have also rewarded all
pupils who had 100% attendance over the Autumn Term with ‘Planet
Ice’ Ice Skating Vouchers which entitled the pupil and their family to
go ice skating at ‘Planet Ice’ for free.
Bars of chocolate were given to pupils with no minus points during the
Autumn Term and a tin of chocolates was given to a form class in each
year group with the highest number of achievement points.
At the beginning of each term we begin again, so all pupils have a
chance of receiving one (or more) of these prizes. Pob Lwc!

Highest point Scorers
Year 7
1st
2nd
3rd

Abbie Price
James Clease
April Bowen

Highest Points Earner in each form group
7PAB
Erin McLoughlin
7NE
Jacob Hunt
7PF
Zoe Burch
7RJJ
Lucy Roberts
7LW
Bethan Roberts

Year 8
1st
2nd
3rd

Gabrielle Clark
Ceri Jauncey
Sophie Moore

Highest Points Earner in each form group
8AR
Daniel Carini 8SG
Oliver Gronow
8DWP
Olivier Naylor 8MAW
Ellie Mae Williams
8JP
Jas Walton

Year 9
1st
2nd
3rd

Mared Roberts
Sophie Birkin
Courtney Little

Highest Points Earner in each form group
9AES Fraser Prior
9TG Emily Kells
9NS Luke Birnage
9YK Jessica Summers
9RN Erin Dalton
9ST Cerys Cormican

Highest point Scorers
Year 10
1st
2nd
3rd

Abigail Allen
Nell Roberts
Bethany Barrell

Highest Points Earner in each form group

10DH
10CB
10LM
10MJB
10RS
10SPD

Lydia Sanderson
Samantha Ollis
Kate McKenna
Robyn Ashford
Nathaniel Lamb
Charlie Harries

Year 11
1st
2nd
3rd

Congratulations
to
the large number of
pupils who achieved
the Callio Attendance
Target of 95%.
Those pupils who
achieved
100%
attendance for the
Autumn Term were
rewarded with family
Ice Skating tickets
for Planet Ice in
Cardiff.

Michael Jones
Amber Shanahan
Megan Brown

Highest Points Earner in each form group
11NEG
11NC
11KFW
11JA
11EW
11ALS

Luke Tebby
Tom McGrory
Keiran Cormican
Olivia St Clair
Freddie Sanders
Abbie Meakin

Year 12
Form Group with most points in year 12 – 12SD
Year 12 attendance winner of lottery—Ben Greene
Year 13
Form Group with most points in year 13 – 13LG
Year 13 attendance winner of lottery – Connor Clarke

Home/School Communication
Dear Parent/Guardian
As you are aware the school uses Schoolcomms to communicate
important information to parents via email and text.
In addition, in an attempt to remove all cash and cheques from school
we are asking parents to only use our e-payment method to pay for
dinner money, school trips, music lessons, etc. This can be done
online using a very secure website called ParentPay or in cash at local
stores where you see the PayPoint logo.
If you already have a ParentPay account, either with our school or
another ParentPay school, you can simply log in to that account and
add your other children via the ‘add a child’ tab on your homepage.
You will need the activation username and password to do this.
If you are new to ParentPay, you have a secure online account,
activated using a unique activation username and password; you will
be prompted to change these and to keep them safe and secure as
your Username and Password for future logins.
ParentPay holds an electronic record of your payments to view at a
later date. Once you have activated your account you can make online
payments straight away.
Please do not hesitate to contact the school office in you need
assistance. Your support in using ParentPay will be of great benefit to
the school.
Yours faithfully
Dr V M Browne
Headteacher

Parent/Pupil Information
Gwybodaeth Rhieni/Disgyblion
Information about parents taking photos or videos of school events/activities
Please be reminded, as per our safeguarding policy that:
Parents/carers can only record photographic or digital images of children in school
based activities ie school concerts, with the permission of the Headteacher.
School will never condone the posting of children’s/young people’s images on the
internet or social networking sites by pupils or parents. The school cannot control
the use of such images taken by parents/carers after school events, and therefore
could not assure other parents/carers of the appropriateness of that use.

Bag 2 School
Please save your unwanted clothes, bags,
shoes and soft toys and bring them to the
school either in a ‘Bag 2 School’ bag
(these can be collected from reception),
or any plastic bag. Bags can be brought in
to the school’s main reception anytime in
the week before collection.
Next Collection:

Tuesday 7 July 2015

POSITIVELY MAD REVISION EVENING FOR YEARS 10 & 11
TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2015 6PM – 7PM
Llantwit Major School wish to thank the
Llantwit Major & Cowbridge Lions
for their continued support and for sponsoring this event.
All parents of pupils in Years 10/11 are very welcome to come along
with their child to this very special revision support programme.

IN ORDER TO PREVENT DISTURBING LESSONS, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT
PUPILS REMEMBER TO BRING EVERYTHING THEY NEED FOR THE
SCHOOL DAY BEFORE THEY LEAVE HOME IN THE MORNING.

Interact Group raise funds
for ‘Macmillan’
On the 26 September the school joined thousands of others to take part
in the largest coffee morning event in Britain for Macmillan cancer
charity.
The school’s Sixth Form
Interact club, who often
organise
fundraising
events within the Vale,
organised the morning
with help from Llantwit
Major’s own Rotarians to
raise a substantial figure
of £114.65 to contribute
to Macmillan’s annual
event.
The money raised was comprised of donations from both students and
staff at Llantwit School, and also the generous donations of Llantwit
Major residents. Cakes, biscuits and other sugary treats were made and
kindly donated by the Interact team in effort to raise as much money
as possible, whilst the more talented baker among the team, Chelsea
Dawes, created a very impressive Macmillan coffee mug cake which the
Interact members raffled amongst the attendees.
The staff at Llantwit Major expressed their gratitude for the Interact
team’s effort and concern to raise money for the worthy charity.
Llantwit Major’s Deputy Head Teacher Mrs Greville, who has
experienced the devastating effects of cancer within her family, was
kind enough to share her story with a few of the Sixth Form students,
and was moved by the overwhelming response of students and staff in
their attempts to show their support for the devoted work of the
charity. The junior members of the Interact group are hoping to make
the coffee morning a recurring event, and will hopefully keep raising
significant amounts for the charity over the next few years.
Article written by Interact member Lydia Parsons.

Christmas Festivities
In preparation for the Christmas period the school hosted a number of key
community festive events. These have included a School carol service on Tuesday
9 December , a Senior Citizens hamper giving Tea Party on Wednesday 10
December and a National Christmas Jumper Day in support of Save the Children
on Friday 12 December.
The annual Carol Service took place at the historic church of St. Illtyd’s, where a
packed congregation heard a variety of traditional and modern items performed
by students of all ages from year 7 through to year 13. The service began by
candlelight with the senior choir singing Gaudete as they proceeded through the
church. A new addition this year was the ukulele group who performed a medley
of Christmas favourites.
The following day saw the school invite
fifty guests from a local Senior Citizen
group to its 7th annual tea party.
Throughout the event, pupils and staff
from different departments provided
entertainment and refreshments for
the visitors. The Home Economics
department provided bite -sized
delicacies, the PE department
presented thrilling gymnastic displays,
and the Music department performed
numerous musical pieces in honour of
the guests.
Each of the 50 hampers given (one from every form group across the school) had
been hand-crafted during the previous four weeks out of cardboard boxes.
Designs ranged from snowmen to Christmas trees, and all succeeded in bringing a
smile to the faces of the guests.

Christmas Festivities
Llantwit Major Comprehensive School also participated in the National
Christmas Jumper Day in support of Save the Children. Pupils and staff
members came into school wearing a Christmas jumper and donated a pound
for the privilege. All monies raised on this day will be match funded by
government meaning Llantwit Major Comprehensive School raised a total of
£1460.36.
Being involved in these events helped put
staff and pupils in a festive mood, raised
money for charity and brought smiles to the
faces of senior citizens in Llantwit Major.
A huge thank you to all staff and pupils who
have given both their time and money to
help give to others at this festive time.

Written by: Emily Squance, Isabel Richards, Sophie Birkin, Lucy Marshall,
Bethan Williams.

Crime Scene Investigation at
Llantwit Major School
As part of our transition programme, Llantwit Major School invited
year 6 pupils from St Illtyd, St Athan, Wick & Marcross, Llanilltud
Fawr, Eagleswell and Rhws Primary schools to take part in a Crime
Scene Investigation (CSI) Day.
The students were told that a laptop had been stolen from a classroom
and they were to use their detective skills to solve the crime. The
Police and members of staff from various departments within the
School were on hand to give the pupils as much information as
possible.
From the evidence they gathered, they were then asked to use their
literary skills and write an account of the crime and to name the thief.
The entries were then judged by the English Department at Llantwit
Major School and the winners are outlined on the facing page.

Crime Scene Investigation at
Llantwit Major School
Wick & Marcross
Eagleswell
St Athan
Llanilltud Fawr
St Illtyd

1st Isabelle Shannon. 2nd Eleri Wood, 3rd Rhydian Brown
1st Louis St Clair, 2nd Lucy Barker, 3rd Jacob Lee
1st Tesha Jones, 2nd Isabelle Phillips, 3rd Ben Gifford
1st Mia Griffiths-Price, 2nd Lucy Johnson, 3rd Lily
Starkey, 4th Joe Bevan
1st Bethan Scholes, 2nd Rhian Goldby, 3rd Khia Barker,
4th Edward Summers

A member of the transition staff visited the schools with John Wordley
from the Llantwit Major & Cowbridge Lions who sponsor the awards and
presented the winners with medallions.

English Department News
On 4 December, eight Year 12 English students were invited to attend a
taster session at The University of Oxford. The pupils got to undertake a
seminar session with one of the university’s lecturers as well as learnt
more about the admissions process and the English courses available. In
addition, pupils were treated to a tour of Jesus College and a chance to
explore the sights of the city itself. It was a fantastic opportunity and an
enjoyable day which hopefully inspired pupils to aim high when selecting
universities in the coming months.

Back in October, a coach full of Year 10 pupils headed to the New
Theatre in Cardiff to watch a production of ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’. Top
set pupils will be studying the text for their GCSE English literature
module this summer so the performance was a great opportunity to
introduce them to the text. Pupils were captivated by the gripping storyline and left shocked by the fate of Tom Robinson. It was a lovely
evening and pupils now can’t wait to get to grips with the text itself.

Survivor welcomed from
the Holocaust Educational Trust
Year 8 students recently heard testimony from
Holocaust survivor, Joan Salter, as part of a visit
organised by the Holocaust Educational Trust (HET).
The testimony was followed by a
question and answer session which
enabled students to better
understand the nature of the
Holocaust and to explore its lessons
in more depth.
The visit was part of the Holocaust
Educational Trust’s extensive all
year round Outreach Programme,
which is available to schools across
the UK.
Dr Browne, Head Teacher at Llantwit Major School said:

“It was a privilege for us to welcome Joan Salter to our school and her
testimony will remain a powerful reminder of the horrors so many
experienced. We are grateful to the Holocaust Educational Trust for
coordinating the visit and we hope that by hearing Joan’s testimony, it has
encouraged our students to learn from the lessons of the Holocaust and
make a positive difference in their own lives.”
Karen Pollock MBE, Chief Executive of the Holocaust Educational Trust added:
“The Holocaust Educational Trust educates and engages students from across
the UK, from all communities about the Holocaust and there can be no
better way than through the first-hand testimony of a survivor. Joan’s story
is one of tremendous courage during horrific circumstances and by hearing
her testimony, students will have the opportunity to learn where prejudice
and racism can ultimately lead.
At the Trust, we impart the history of the Holocaust to young people, to
ensure that we honour the memory of those whose lives were lost and take
forward the lessons taught by those who survived.”

Llantwit Pupils Represent Wales in
Global Eco-School Conference
It was a great honour for Llantwit
Major School to be asked to
represent Wales at the Eco-Schools
National Operators Meeting on 5
December, which meets annually in
a different country around the
world.
On Eco-School’s 20th
birthday, it was held here in Wales.
Llantwit pupils were asked to share
our successful Eco-School’s journey
with delegates from 70 other
countries from 6 different
continents! We were one of only
four schools in Wales to be invited
to take part in this great
opportunity.

Erin Hayes (year 13), Sophie Moore, Gabrielle Clark, and Ceri Jauncey
(all year 8) delivered a confident and informative speech to a packed
conference room at the start of the day. We were able to share our
school’s hard work over the past 7 years, as well as showcasing our
curricular and extra-curricular work and talking to delegates.

Llantwit Pupils Represent Wales in
Global Eco-School Conference
We have made new and exciting links with other countries including
Uganda, Malaysia, Malta, Iceland, and the USA. Watch this space!
Our pupils were able to ask
questions about the social and
environmental challenges that
other countries have, and were
shocked by the stark contrasts.
Whilst in our school the main
priorities include waste and
litter; in Uganda it is ensuring
that all pupils have packed
lunches and clean water to drink.

We hope to be able to link with, and work alongside, other schools on
shared projects in the future.
Several countries were particularly impressed with our whole-school
approach to litter management, recycling and healthy living. We are also
looking forward to finding out about, and adopting new ideas from other
schools from across the globe.
As an Eco-School we are starting
to prepare for our Platinum
Award in just over a year’s time,
which is the highest accolade for
a school in Wales. We have an
active Eco-committee, but we
are always looking for new
members from all year groups.
Please speak to the Geography
department
for
more
information.

Football Match in
‘No Man’s land’
On Friday 19 December the School commemorated the Christmas
Football match held during World War I.
On 25 December, 1914 part of no man’s land turned into a friendly football match
where German and British soldiers put down their weapons and played a friendly
game of Soccer. To remember this act of friendship in a time of war, staff from
the School dressed in suitable clothes to represent the two sides and recreated the
symbolic match.
Allies wore light green or brown
clothing whilst the Central Powers wore
mostly grey. The neutral referee was
clothed in black. The game, which took
place at lunchtime was watched by the
pupils. It was a closely played, good
natured game, won by the Allies on
penalties. Tickets were sold for a
nominal sum to view the contest and all
monies raised was donated to the
British Red Cross.

Ellie heading to Yale!
Our congratulations go to Ellie Atkinson Year 13 who has won a scholarship at
the prestigious Ivy League Yale University in the USA for her outstanding
achievements on the track and in the classroom.
Ellie attended a summer school in
the USA as a guest of the
Fullbright Commission after fierce
competition for places. She was
then given a Student Mentor at
Yale who encouraged her to apply
due to her excellent academic
record and sporting talent. The
sc hol arsh ip incl ude s fee s,
accommodation, flights and a
b o o k a l l o w a n c e . E l l i e ’s
determination and commitment to
succeeding in her application got
her through and we are very
proud of her. While Llantwit students are always very successful in their university
applications, having a student apply to Yale was a first!

An enthusiastic start for the Welsh Bac Students
As the annual conservation day went ahead at the nature reserve, the School
was delighted to send along a group of enthusiastic volunteers to assist in the
day.
Year 12 Welsh Baccalaureate students, keen to make a start on their community
participation section of their course, signed up for this interesting day out.
They helped clear out scrubland
and paths and in the process
gathered a huge amount of
waste. The participants were
praised whole heartedly for their
contribution with a glowing
report which said, “They were a
credit to the school, worked hard
and were a pleasure to welcome
on the reserve.” Well done Year
12, you’ve made an excellent
start to the course!

Year 10 Christmas Cake
Competition
Another successful year for the Catering students! They have excelled in
producing cakes of a high quality with very original decoration. This year the
winner was Ellie Jose with her Elf in sleigh design, followed by Shannon Davies in
2nd place with an elegant blue and white themed snow flake cake and Rob
Orchard in 3rd with a candy lake and gingerbread house. Highly commended was
awarded to Chelsea Maughton, Olly Conway and Declan Ellis. Well done to all
students who took part.

First Joint School Council Meeting
The school recently hosted the first joint school council meeting for
pupils at the primary and secondary schools. As well as welcoming the
new Year 7 representatives, there was a warm welcome for the primary
school representatives.
The agenda was discussed by all enthusiastically and valuable
contributions were made to helping the school make decisions on key
events involving the pupils. Items discussed included charities the school
would be supporting this year, reflection on current school reward systems
and how pupils would like to see it continue and move forward and a
discussion about reward trips. There will be further exciting discussions
taking place later in the year including consultation on the new school
build.

Pupils have enjoyed their transition visits so far to the secondary school
and indicated that this visit could help aid the transition process further,
experiencing some of the discussion and decisions being made by
secondary school pupils, and being involved in making decisions and
putting forward ideas which could benefit them when they join the
school.
The first school council partnership meeting between the primary schools
involving Eagleswell, St Athan, St Illtyd, Llanilltud Fawr, Wick & Marcross
and Rhoose and the secondary school pupils was a productive, enjoyable
meeting and with another joint meeting planned later in the year we look
forward to continuing this successful partnership.

Yr 10
The students involved in the Duke of Edinburgh award are off to an excellent start.
They started their sections in September and have been busy recording their
progress. The award consists of
four sections
which
include
volunteering, skills, physical and
an expedition. We are now
beginning the planning process for
the expedition section and this
looks to be a real winner with the
group—they are all very excited
about the walking, team building
and camping skills that they will
be
developing
over
the
forthcoming months. We will be
sure to give you an update of their
progress during the year. If you are in year 9 why not start considering the
possibility of joining the D of E in September. It will look great on your CV!

A FORCES CHILD’S MIND by Deryn Bingham Y10
Dad is away
This makes me feel sad
Waiting, waiting,
But it’s not too bad
Not that long now
Can’t wait till he’s home
I feel empty
And sometimes alone
By the Army
Trips are organised
Wave to your parents
And say goodbye
We’ll all have a fantastic time
Outdoor activities
Lots of mud and grime
Dad’s been deployed
Now we’ve got to move
‘Bye to our friends
We will see you soon
Parachuting
Jumping out of planes
Saving the world
Soldiers are their names

World Challenge India 2015
World Challenge expeditions are designed to develop important life skills, helping
students to ‘Hone teamwork and leadership skills; Gain confidence and selfesteem; Become more globally aware; Enhance employment prospects’.
Our current team are
making
excellent
progress in
their
efforts to get their
funding for this trip
of a lifetime. They
have developed so
many skills along the
w ay
an d
h ave
generated
an
excellent sense of
teamwork
and
mutual respect.
When they have completed all the planning and hard work they will be off in July to
experience the rewards that they have worked so hard to achieve.
Whilst in India we’ll get busy trekking. The route starts from Snowview in Nainital,
passing a Hindu temple en route and taking in the highest peak in the area (Cheena
Peak, 2611m) before descending to Mountain Quail Camp. The community work will
consist of working in a small village primary school in the hills of Uttarakhand. After
mixing with the community for a couple of days we’ll be off on a longer trek, starting in
the dense jungle foothills of the Himalayas. This area is home to 350 species of birds,
including Giant Hornbills as well as large mammals. We’ll also walk alongside the Kosi
River at various points. Once the trek is over and we’ve camped for a couple of nights
along the way we’ll get to the Corbett tiger reserve. Commonly seen wildlife includes
wild elephants, sloth bears, langur monkeys, deers and otters, although we may also be
lucky enough to spot a tiger, leopard, wild boar, jackals and crocodiles. Next it’s time
for some sightseeing as we head to the Taj Mahal and a day or so taking in the sights and
sounds of the nation before heading off to Delhi airport for a well-earned sleep all the
way home.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the groups who have helped made this trip
possible. This includes The Rotary, The Lions and the Bryn Illtyd Trust. We are currently
looking for sponsors who would like to purchase some advertising space on our kit and
clothing. If you would like to take advantage of this publicity opportunity please
contact Miss Rhiannon Carr via the school switchboard on 01446 793301.
Please come and support our Musical Cabaret on Sat 14 March 7-10 pm at the school
to support the students who have been fundraising tirelessly over the past year.

World Challenge Nicaragua 2017

If you are feeling inspired by the Indian adventure why not consider joining the
team for the next 2 week expedition? This will take place in July 2017 when we’ll
be heading off to Nicaragua in South America. Assemblies and information
meetings will be held in the forthcoming term. Parents from years 8-11 will soon
be receiving a Schoolcomms message informing them of the opportunity.
The format of this adventure will be similar to the India adventure where students
plan for the trip and fundraise well before the departure date. When we arrive in
Nicaragua we will then complete some volunteering work in a community. The
undoubted highlight of this particular expedition is the challenge to trek 3 volcanoes
in 3 days. This tour takes our team on a linear journey along the Los Maribos volcanic
chain which is made up of 21 volcanoes, 5 of which are active.
Towards the end of the adventure the team will have a few days to recover before
heading home. Most teams choose to spend their time on the Pacific Coast in one the
major resorts; Las Penitas, San Juan del Sur and Masachpa. We can watch the sunset
over the Pacific from a hammock or kick back and relax on one of the numerous long
sandy beaches. Alternatively we may decide to spend more time in Granada, shopping
in the cultural Spanish metropolis.
The cost of the trip is approx £2995 although this may fluctuate as we are booking so
far in advance. This is a considerable sum of money and I’m pleased to say that our
current challengers have proven that with some grit and determination it is possible to
raise the vast majority of the funds themselves. It’s true!! They’ve done so well.
Students: This is your chance to prove your mettle by taking part in something
extraordinary, something that will make you stand out from the crowd and PROVE that
you’re the sort of student who is capable, interesting and interested.
What’s stopping YOU?

World Challenge Nicaragua 2017

Please note: If your son/daughter is in year 7 they are not automatically precluded
from joining the team. They will be in year 9 at the time of departure. If you feel
they are capable of taking on the responsibility of helping the team prepare for the
tour during years 7, 8 and 9 then please do get in touch.
If anybody would like any more information please look at www.WorldChallenge.co.uk
or contact Miss Rhiannon Carr at the school.

The Bryn Illtyd Trust
The Bryn Illtyd Trust is a local charity that was established in the 1960s, following the
sale of the original youth club, which stood on the land which is now Windmill Close
and the lower part of Llanmaes Road. The money from the sale was invested
specifically for the benefit of the youth of the town and those living within the
Benefice of Llantwit Major. Applications are welcomed from clubs and societies, as
well as individuals, as long as the beneficiaries are under 25, live locally and can
indicate that the money will be used for specific purposes and ventures that cannot be
covered by any existing budgets.
The World Challenge India team 2015 would like to give a huge thank you to the trust
which donated a significant sun of money towards ensuring these students met their
challenge. Thank you.

For anyone wanting to find out more about the
next World Challenge to Nicaragua in July 2017
there is a ‘Meet the Parents Evening’ on
10 February at 6.30pm

Careers Update
Congratulations to Mrs Lindsay Gallo for her hard work in achieving
re-accreditation of the Careers Wales Mark.
This is a significant contribution to the Careers and the World of Work
curriculum and stresses the partnership between Careers Wales and
Llantwit Major School. This development allows students to have
exposure to different aspects of work to help them make the right
choices and will enable them to have the right skill set needed to plan
their future career.

Pictured from left to right:
Mr K Francis, Assistant Head;
Mikki Down, Area Manager;
Mr D Mutlow, Chair of Governors;
Mrs L Gallo, Curriculum Leader;
Mr Steve Lester, Careers & World
of Work Co-ordinator;
Dan Brookman, Team Manager.

Yr 12 work experience—Work experience takes place from 15-19 June.
Letters and consent forms have already been sent to parents.
Students should now be actively looking for placements either through the
Careers Wales database or as a private placement.
Parental consent forms should be been handed into Mrs Gallo or Mrs
Viggers.
Students—You need to contact the organisation before undertaking the
placement to introduce yourself and find out any other important
information. Don’t forget to take your work experience diaries and ask
the employer to complete the report form, which must be brought back
into school for your next careers lesson.
Have an enjoyable time – make the most of it!

News from the RS Department
The RS department has had numerous visits over the last couple of months
including Deb Davies from Animal Aid who came to give year 12 RS pupils a
talk about animal welfare, animal rights and using animals as food. We
were challenged to consider how we personally view the role of animals whether they are actual, sentient beings deserving of rights in and of
themselves or whether they are merely commodities for us to use as we
see fit.
Lots of questions were raised and
the lesson ended with us being
challenged to reconsider what
we were going to eat for lunch!
We are very grateful to Deb for
coming in and for providing us
with a most thought provoking
lesson.
Deacon Taylor from the local Methodist Circuit visited year 12/13 lessons
talk about Religious Experience and Euthanasia.
Deacon Taylor was a nurse prior
to becoming a Deacon and cared
for people in intensive care so
could therefore explain issues
faced by patients and carers
when it came to end of life
matters.

We are most grateful for Deacon Taylor coming in and spending her time
with us and we look forward to welcoming her back to our school soon to
undertake some assemblies.

PE Department News
Newyddion Yr Adran Addysg Gorfforol
Year 7 have been regularly training on Monday evening after
school and, so far, have played fixtures against Stanwell,
Cowbridge, St Richard Gwyn and Bro Morgannwg. They finished the term with an
excellent tournament in Cardiff and results are improving as the squad learns
to play together. This term they have more fixtures and two more tournaments
to look forward to.

Netball News

Year10 and Seniors train and play on Tuesdays evenings, and have had success in
many fixtures this term. To date the Year 10 have not lost a fixture, and even
the tough opposition of Brynteg school did not stop their run of success. They
also won their first round of the Cardiff/Vale Tournament against Glantaf,
Llanishen and Bro Morgannwg. They are looking forward to the final in March.

The seniors are making an excellent transition to the Llantwit Club and are now
playing in the U19 Club league.
There have been some excellent individual successes this term. Heather
Bowkett has been selected for the U17 High Performance Hub, Chloe Holehouse
and Heather Bowkett are both members of the U15 Cardiff/Vale squad, Bethany
Barrell, Nichol Jones, Cerys Thomas and Ruby Davies have secured places in the
Local Authority Hub and Hollie Price is in the development squad.
Well done girls, keep netballing!

PE Department News
Newyddion Yr Adran Addysg Gorfforol
Rugby news
Once again Llantwit has had a very busy fixture list and been successful in
providing a football and rugby team for Years 7-13.
The Year 7 rugby team have played a number of games and are showing great
promise playing fixtures against Bro Morgannwg, Barry Comprehensive and St
Richard Gwyn. The boys have had an excellent attitude to training and are very
organised for fixtures. A number of Year 7 boys attended a rugby novice
competition at Bro Morgannwg where they took part in a coaching session and
tournament by the WRU.

Football news
All year groups have played in two cup competitions again this year with mixed
results. The Year 9 and 10 teams were the most successful getting through the
early rounds of both cups. Congratulations to the Year 10 team who are still in
both the Cardiff and Vale cup and, for the second year running, have progressed
to the last 16 of the Welsh Schools Cup.

MFL welcomes ...
...Katharina Ackermann, a German exchange student from a village
called Friedersdorf in Sachsen-Anhalt. Recently, Megan Gee, one of our
Year 13 students currently studying Art, English, Psychology and German took
time to interview Katharina. Megan is hoping to take Media studies at university
and this was an excellent opportunity for her to put her skills to the test.
Katharina came to Wales through the
organisation ‘Education First’. This is an
international company which allows
students to stay with a house family for a
period of time in a country of their
choice. The process consists of finding an
appropriate house family that would have
been matched to Katharina’s own
interests. This could also mean living with
another
international
student.
Here in Llantwit, Katharina is studying Geography and Drama, alongside helping out
in French and German classes. Katharina was particularly interested to study Drama
as this is a subject she is not given the chance to study in Germany. The British
education system is very different to the one in Germany. Where in Britain the main
schools consist of a primary and secondary school, in Germany there are several
different schools for a student to attend. Katharina attends what is called a
‘Gymnasium’. This would be comparable to a British Grammar School or a Sixth Form
college. However, the Gymnasium school enrols students from Year 5 up until Year 12
(approximately ages 9–17yrs old) as they do not have a year 13 class.
I asked Katharina about her experience in Llantwit Major School, and she specifically
mentioned how helpful the teachers have been in assisting her with help in lessons
and so on. In Germany, a student would only have one teacher for each subject;
however, Katharina explains that having multiple teachers for a subject shows a
greater dedication and commitment to the subject. Katharina also enjoys helping
out in the German and French lessons. Not only is it enormously helpful for
Llantwit’s German students to have a native speaker to help improve their language,
it is also benefiting Katharina to improve her English vocabulary and pronunciation.
Katharina is also able to help in French classes as she studies the language at home
in Germany; as well as the Spanish and Latin languages.

Katharina’s main reason for coming to the UK was to have a better command of
the English language. I asked her how she felt her English had improved since her
arrival, and she explained that in the short time of being in the UK she has
noticed an improvement in her fluency whilst conversing with others. The
experience of staying in a foreign country has benefited her greatly in improving
her language and therefore, believes that to be surrounded by English speakers is
the most effective way to further improve her language skills.
Katharina shows a great interest in
languages, and after school, she
wishes to go to University to continue
h e r stu dy o f l angu ag e s. Sh e
particularly wants to study English as
she feels this will improve her career
prospects in the future as she feels
knowing a foreign language opens up
many opportunities. She also hopes to
do a Semester abroad to gather more
experience in languages.
Katharina is staying here in Wales for nine months, and has no intention of
visiting home in this time. She is extremely committed to improving her
language, and doesn’t want the confusion of having to go home and not have the
opportunity to converse in English. I was surprised to hear that Katharina doesn’t
feel overly home-sick in Wales, and even considers it here as like ‘a second
home’. Even though Katharina found it difficult to settle in at first, she has
become very comfortable here and explains that she has been made very
welcome by the teachers and students of Llantwit Major School. She was
pleasantly surprised at the warm, open welcome she has received.
Katharina is enjoying her stay in Wales, and we hope she continues to do so
during the remainder of her time with us. We would also thank Katharina for her
help and assistance in the Modern Foreign Languages department.

Plea to parents
Are there any parents who have studied or are required
to use a modern foreign language at work?
If so, the MFL department would like to hear from you!
Please email Mrs Scantlebury on
llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk

Key Dates Spring/Summer 2015
W/B 9/2 - 1

9-13 Feb

Year 10

Work Experience

Year 11
All

Alternative timetable - Positively Mad revision day +
PSHE
Alternative timetable – PSHE

Year 11

Sixth Form Open Evening

All

Half Term

Year 8

Year 8 Parents Evening

27 Feb

Year 8 Girls

HPV Vaccine – Year 8 girls

5 Mar

Year 7

World Book Day

Years 7-8

Eisteddfod

Yr 6

Llangranog Trip

10 Feb

All day

11 Feb
11 Feb

W/B 23/2 - 2

W/B 2/3 - 1

16-20
Feb
26 Feb

6 Mar
W/B 9/3 - 2

W/B 16/3 - 1

W/B 4/5 - 2

6-8.00 pm

4-6.30 pm

9-3.00 pm

11-13
Mar
12 Mar

4-6.30 pm

Year 10

Year 10 Parents Evening

18 Mar

1-3.00 pm

Year 7

Passport Presentation

21 Mar

Year 12

Easter Fayre

30 Mar10 Apr
4 May

All

Easter Holiday/Easter Revision Sessions

All

May Day Bank Holiday

PTA

PTA Meeting

22 May

Year 13

Study Leave begins for Year 13

25-29
May

All

Half Term

W/B 11/5 - 1
W/B 18/5 - 2

20 May

6.00 pm

W/B 1/6 - 1
W/B 8/6 - 2

12 June

W/B 15/6 - 1

15-19
June
16 June
17 June

W/B 29/6 - 1

6/7 - 2

Year 12

Work Experience

6-7.00 pm

All

Art/D&T Exhibition

9-12.30

Year 6

‘Transition Together’ Parent & Child Day

All

Alternative timetable – PSHE

Year 4

Year 4 Transition Day

29-30
June
30 June
1 Jul

8.30-3.00 pm

Year 6

Transition Day

1 Jul

6.00 pm

Year 6

Transition Day Concert

6-10 Jul
8 Jul

13/7 - 1

Sports Day (TBC)

13-17 Jul

Drama Production Week
8.30-3.00 pm

Year 5

Transition day

All
Year 12

Community/Enterprise Week
Welsh Baccalaureate Week
Inset day

All

Inset day

17 Jul
20 Jul
13 Aug

GCE Results

20 Aug

GCSE Results

We believe that
PEOPLE ARE OUR GREATEST ASSET
We are therefore committed to…
- Setting the highest expectations to secure excellence
in teaching & learning
- Providing a stimulating, challenging, personalised
curriculum
- Celebrating individuality, success and achievement
at all levels
- Developing dynamic and meaningful partnerships
with our wider community
- Securing a safe, collaborative and caring ethos for all
- Resourceful use of ICT to enhance teaching and learning

Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, CF61 1TQ
Tel: 01446 793301/Fax: 01446 793760
www.llantwitschool.org.uk
llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk; Twitter: @LlantwitMajorSc

