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School for the 21st century at the heart of the community

Students celebrate Outstanding Examination Results!
Students at Llantwit Major School are celebrating achieving an outstanding set of GCSE
results, with the school performance being one of the best in Wales! Performance in
Mathematics and English have both risen by over 14% with over 86% of pupils achieving
A*-C grades in both subjects. The number of students obtaining 5 GCSE grades or more
including English and Mathematics improved on last year’s record breaking level of
65% rising by 14% to a staggering 79%.
The excellent performance of students extended across all
subjects with 94% of students achieving 5 or more GCSE
grades at A*-C and a remarkable 100% of students obtaining
a Science qualification at the higher grades. Amongst the
students receiving a large proportion of A* and A grades
were: Sam Beasley; Keiran Cormican; Rosey Dallenger;
Gwennan Davies; Katie Gunton; Dafydd Jones; Jessica Lee;
Bethany Nash; Lara Roots; Freddie Sanders; Tom Slimings; Amber Taylor; Luke Tebby;
Nia Thomas; Dan Vickers and Dylan White.
Dr Vince Browne the Head Teacher commented, “Everybody was absolutely delighted
with last year’s results which were the best that the school had ever achieved and so
to see improvements of 14% in such key performance indicators is absolutely fantastic
for the staff and pupils at the school. I am extremely proud
of the efforts that everybody has put into achieving these
incredible results.
It has been a privilege to work with these pupils over the
course of the past five years and I am delighted that they
have received the results that they so richly deserved.”

AS/A2 Level Results

Year 12 and 13 pupils were celebrating after achieving an outstanding set of A
Level, AS Level and BTec results. The vast majority of Year 13 pupils achieved
places on their chosen courses in their first choice universities and are looking
forward to their degree courses.
At A2 level over 23% of the grades achieved were A*, A or equivalent which is a
fantastic achievement. Equally impressive is the fact that 98% of pupils achieved
a pass in the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification. Not to be outdone, Yr. 12
students also produced some outstanding AS Level results highlighted by the fact
that the number of students gaining an A-C grade rose by nearly 10% in
comparison to 2014.
Amongst the students receiving a number of A* and A grades at A2 level were:Ellie Atkinson
Lauren Bowkett
Hannah Crowe
Megan Gee
Mathew Sanderson
Madison Waters
Joe Williams
Whilst at AS Level the following pupils received a number of A grades:Richard Dangerfield
Georgia Farman
Mellissa Gray
Sebastian Lewis
Katheryn Llewellyn
Bethan Marshall
Ellie May
Henk Shram
Sarah Smith

Happy faces on results days!

Meet the Senior Prefects for
September 2015

From left to right:
Bethan Marshall-deputy head girl, Richard Dangerfield-head boy,
Kathryn Llewellyn-head girl, Luke James-deputy head boy

'We feel very privileged to have recently been appointed the roles of
head and deputy head prefects of our school. Representing our fellow
students and Llantwit Major school is a responsibility which we are all
committed to carrying out to the best of our abilities. We hope to act as
good role models for others in the school community as well as to
improve the school with the various initiatives we shall be involved in. As
prefects, we all endeavour to continue the excellent example set by last
year’s team and look forward to working together on the challenges
which lie ahead.'

Maths Department News

GCSE MATHS REVISION
Do you realise that by attending more than 80% of the GCSE
revision sessions, you are 4 times more likely to achieve your
predicted grade in Mathematics! It is really that easy!!!
“Last year 86% of year 11’s achieved an A* to C in maths...we firmly believe this was
achieved by their dedication to attending revision sessions.” - Mrs Martin - Head of Maths
Foundation

Higher

Monday Lunchtime - M3
Monday Lunchtime - M15
Wednesday Lunchtime - M6 Tuesday Lunchtime - M7
Friday Lunchtime - M14
Friday Lunchtime - M7

Also both tiers after school in M6 - Mon, Wed,Thur,Fri
“Last year I attended all the lunchtime revision sessions that were on offer to me. I truly
believe that due to all the revision sessions I attended, I was able to achieve my predicted
grade. This enabled me to attend sixth form!” Gemma Thomas - Year 12

Are you looking for something fun to do during lunchtime?

Why not attend one of the fun KS3 maths clubs?

See the notice boards in the maths corridor for more information

End of Term
Roll of Honour
Congratulations to all Summer Term ‘Points to
Success’ prize winners.
WH Smith vouchers have been awarded to pupils who were top points
scorers in their year group (1st, 2nd and 3rd) and top of their form
group.
In a continued effort to reward pupils for their good attendance, we
have continued our attendance prize draw for each year group. The
name of every pupil in the year group is put into a ‘hat’ and a pupil
name is drawn out every fortnight. If the pupil has had 100%
attendance over the fortnight they receive £5.
As attendance is linked to performance we have also rewarded all
pupils who had 100% attendance over the Autumn Term with a ‘Planet
Ice’ Pass for 2 people to go ice skating at the Cardiff Bay complex for
free.
We are listening to our learners and are reviewing our prizes for 20142015 in order to ensure pupils continue to enjoy working for the
rewards on offer. The attendance draw and ice skating passes will
continue to be prizes and we look forward to announcing the rest of
our rewards following the pupil feedback.
At the beginning of each term we begin the points system at zero, so
all pupils have a chance of receiving one (or more) of these prizes at
the end of each term. The Autumn Term count has begun. Pob Lwc!

Highest point Scorers
Sgorwyr pwyntiau uchaf
Year 7 Highest Point Scorers
Rhodri Richards
James Clease
Jacob Hunt
Abbie Price
Kofi Jones

Year 8 Highest Point Scorers
Daniel Carini
Gabrielle Clark
Josie Jones
Nathan Morgan
Erica Talbott-Morgan
Ellie Mae Williams

Year 9
1st

Mared Roberts 9TG

Highest Points Earner in each form group
9AES
9NS
9RN
9ST
9TG
9YK

Freya Paul
Connor Treadgold
Kari Morgan
Cerys Cormican
Rebecca Nash
Finn Wilkinson

Highest point Scorers
Year 10
1st
2nd
3rd

Nell Roberts
Morgan Stevens
Harry Westcott

Highest Points Earner in each form group
10DH
10KE
10LM
10MJB
10RC
10SPD

Lydia Sanderson
Dylan Johnston
Kate McKenna
Calum Robinson
Abigail Allen
Erin Baker

Year 11—Prom Ticket Winners
The Passport to the Prom ran for another successful year with the Year
11 cohort 2014-2015. The passport sets a precedent and expectation of
every Year 11 pupil and is accepted as a welcome challenge by all of
our pupils! The Passport to Prom encourages pupils to strive for
excellence in various areas of their studies with a 95% attendance
expectation, a 250 Plus Point minimum and a 25 negative point cap.
Every pupil in last year’s cohort achieved these high expectations and
attended what was an excellent night at the Copthorne Hotel for the
Prom. We look forward to our current Year 11s rising to the challenge
to earn their Prom invite!
Sam Ball
Amber Shanahan
Tiegan Avaient
Nia Thomas
Danielle Burnett
Ben McCourt
Sam Beasley
Braiden Bennet

Freddie Sanders
Laura Roots
Tara Groves

New Attendance Reward Scheme
Cynllun Newydd Gwobrwyo Presenoldeb
With the new school year well underway, the importance of good attendance in school remains a
key feature for pupils, parents, and staff and our commitment to the Callio programme continues.
For new parents to the school, and as a reminder to all, we have again included the table below to
highlight how having just a few days off school can have a negative impact on a pupil’s learning
and achievement. In fact, it has been shown that a pupil can expect to see a drop in one GCSE
grade for every 5% of their time in school that they miss. This of course means that pupils who
should get the all important C grades, could lose out by getting a D instead if their attendance is
poor. Lower down the school, at key stage 3, progress, and attainment levels are also affected at
a time when pupils should be building good foundations for their GCSE studies.

Attendance
During one
School Year -

Equals
Days absent -

Which is
Approximately
Weeks absent

Which means this
number of
lessons missed

95%

9 Days

2 Weeks

50 Lessons

90%

19 Days

4 Weeks

100 Lessons

85%

29 Days

6 Weeks

150 Lessons

80%

38 Days

8 Weeks

200 Lessons

75%

48 Days

10 Weeks

250 Lessons

70%

57 Days

11.5 Weeks

290 Lessons

65%

67 Days

13.5 Weeks

340 Lessons

To encourage good attendance we continue to motivate pupils with a reward system. At the end

of each week, pupils with 100% attendance are entered into a prize draw and those selected are
called to the Head’s office to receive their £5 reward: this weekly event is eagerly anticipated by
the pupils every Friday afternoon! Those who have received this reward have said how proud and
pleased they are at having had their excellent attendance acknowledged publically.
In addition, Progress Leaders of Years 7 to 11 hold a fortnightly prize draw in assembly. Again
those with 100% have their names put into the draw and again those selected are rewarded with a
£5 prize. Form groups with top attendance are also rewarded with extra points.
In the Sixth Form, attendance draws are held half termly: attendance at this stage is very closely
monitored, with texts sent to parents of students with unauthorised absence. In addition EMA
payments can be at risk.
Should a pupil’s attendance give cause for concern, the school will contact parents, even if we are
aware of the reason for absence. This is to make parents aware of the actual attendance figures
for their child and offer any support that may be necessary to help get attendance back on track.
We appreciate the on-going support you give in encouraging your child to maintain excellent
attendance. With our new initiatives continuing to be a success we hope the pupils will see not
only short term rewards but long term educational benefits.

Memorial for Mr Miskimmin
A memorial service was held on Friday 9
October for Mr Wayne Miskimmin.
The service was attended by members of
Mr Miskimmin’s family from Ireland
including his parents, two brothers and
an aunt. Other guests included past and
present pupils who had been taught by
him, staff, governors, primary school
staff and some ex colleagues.
The service commenced with a tribute
from Dr Browne, Headteacher. Following
this ex pupil Erin Hayes gave an
outstanding rendition of ‘What have you
done today to make you feel proud’,
accompanied by memorable photographs
of Wayne during his time at the school.
Ms Scantlebury and Miss Rees gave a moving tribute to Mr Miskimmin,
as did Miss Rachel Bryant, ex colleague. Ms Scantlebury and Year 12
pupil Christopher Price-Webb recited extracts from a poem entitled Á
ceux que j’aime, et qui m’aiment (Those who love me).

A plaque has been erected in the school garden in memory of Mr
Wayne Miskimmin.

Summer 2015 trips
Drama Trip to Disneyland
On the 13 July 42 students from year 7-12 and 4 very tired teachers
climbed abroad a luxury coach at 5am to depart for Paris. The journey
was stress free with a lot of singing and gossiping about what rides they
would encounter in Disneyland.
Upon arriving in Paris, the
students were treated to a
mini tour of central Paris
before being able to take
selfies with the Eiffel Tower.
The teachers even got in on
the act. The students arrived
at the hotel smiling and
looking forward to the next
day. The second day started
early with a Disney workshop,
the students were able to
experience backstage and perform a sequence to a famous Disney song.
After the workshop finished the adventure
really started. The excitement grew and
grew until the students had completed
both parks and every ride in them, over
the two days.
The last night was completed with a meal
in the park and an exceptional firework
display; the look on the pupil faces as ‘Let
It Go’ played while the magic kingdom
flashed different colours was magical. The
coach journey home was full of tired
students, but they were still able to eat a
lot of sweets and sing along to the radio!
A fun time was had by all and I can’t wait to see what the 2016 trip to
Paris will bring.
Miss N Stewart

Bay of Naples Tour
In July the Geography department and 25 students jetted off
to Italy. We stayed in a lovely hotel with a swimming pool and
panoramic views across the Bay of Naples.
Our first excursion was an ascent to
the top of Mount Vesuvius. We experienced first-hand the
strong smell of sulphur and plumes of steam! In the
afternoon we visited the Roman excavations of Pompeii, a
legacy of the great eruption of 79AD.
Day 2 took us on a boat trip to the stunning island of Capri
where we saw the famous Blue Grotto caves and stunning
coastal landforms. We even had time for some
sightseeing, shopping and pizza!
On the final day we visited Solfatara. This is a shallow
volcanic crater at Pozzuoli, near Naples. It is a dormant
volcano, which still emits jets of steam and was formed
around 4000 years ago. The crater floor has many
fumaroles and mud pools.

We will be running this trip again next July. Please speak to the Geography
department if you interested.

London
42 pupils from Years 7-9 joined Miss Lark on a three day theatre trip to
London between 14-16 July 2015. The pupils enjoyed two West End
productions: Billy Elliott and Wicked.
The pupils thoroughly enjoyed this
experience and their behaviour
was exemplary! Before returning
home, we stopped off at Madam
Tussauds for a few selfies with the
celebrities and a picnic in the
park.
I would like to thank every pupil
who took park in the trip for
making it such a pleasurable and
enjoyable experience.

Tossa De Mar
In the last week of the summer term Mr Patterson, Mr Searle and 21
pupils headed off to Barcelona for a week of water sports activities.
Pupils enjoyed lots of different activities ranging from snorkelling to
paddle boarding and even a day trip to the biggest water park in Spain.
One of the day’s excursions was a trip
to Barcelona Football Stadium the
Camp Nou, where pupils had the
opportunity to walk around the
enormous stadium and visit the club’s
impressive museum.

What an Adventure!
Our World Challenge Indian expedition was a huge success.
Students took the lead as soon as we got to Heathrow and their first mission was
to get us on the correct ‘plane. Teamwork skills and leadership strategies were
put to the test throughout the entire trip. This sort of experiential learning is so
important – there are things you just can’t teach in the classroom.
The Indian culture and way of life is so very different from our own and the
students were quick to realise how privileged they are; a very worthwhile
learning experience in itself.
Our days were spent trekking, camping and also assisting a local family with a
water harvesting system. The students also built an incinerator facility so the
family can burn their rubbish. They did themselves proud.
I’m sure the students have so many memories – I know Mrs Gallo and I certainly
do!

The group at the start of the project

Local children on their way home
from school

Thank you to Charlotte Lucas for
supplying the photographs

The Taj Mahal

Pupils’ hard work pays off in
Community
All Pupils in years 7 -10 spent their final week of the summer term participating
in a range of projects aimed at improving their local community.
“At Llantwit Major School, we consider ourselves to be a school for the 21st
century at the heart of the community”. The Headteacher, Dr Vince Browne
commented, “As part of this commitment during the last week of our academic
year we have run our second biennial Community Week. The week is dedicated
to giving pupils the opportunity to volunteer their time for local community
based projects. These projects have included four days of beach/nature cleans
involving over 100 pupils every day plus eleven other smaller projects. I am
extremely proud of the pupils’ efforts and we hope that, through taking part in
a week of community activities, pupils will not only develop a sense of pride in
playing their part in creating a closer knit local community, but also develop
skills essential for completing the new Welsh Baccalaureate qualification”.
Alongside cleaning beaches and woodland areas at Porthkerry park, Gileston
beach and Southerdown beach/Dunraven castle gardens, pupils also tutored in
literacy and numeracy in local feeder primary schools, cleared sections of the
heritage coastal path, questionnaired local residents on behalf of the town
council, organised and catered for infant school tea parties, created a ‘learning
community’ art mural, organised a charity community car wash and completed
sports leaders courses amongst various other projects.

(See photographs, courtesy of Colorfoto overleaf)

Photographs courtesy of Colorfoto

Military Expedition Report
On Monday 29th June, 32 pupils from Llantwit Major Comprehensive School set off
on a journey to the Merthyr Mawr sand dunes in Bridgend. The trip was one night
long with the group setting off from school at 9:00 AM and returning at 1:30 PM
the next day.
First of all, we arrived at the MPCT headquarters in Bridgend so that they could
check our kit, supplies etc. We were split into two sections for competition. Then,
we were given army camouflage uniforms and burgens to put all of our things into.
Also, we were given 3300 calories worth of ration bags. I had a tomato sauce salad
and an all-day breakfast for my two meals. We also had power bars, orange juice,
fruit flakes and other energy filling snacks.
When we arrived at the road nearest
to the campsite that the bus could go
down, we received our burgens. My
knees instantly collapsed at the sheer
weight of them! In my opinion, it
would have been easier carrying a
person! Once we managed to get the
bags on our backs, we trudged on to a
rugby field next to Bridgend leisure
centre to do some intense army
training. We took our burgens off and
were told how to estimate distance
using pacing. We did this with our
burgens on and off to check the
difference between the pacing.
After this, we began our extremely long trek towards our camp with the heaviest
bags we had ever carried. Overall, it probably took us around three and a half
hours to walk about 7 miles. More and more moans and gasps emerged from the
ever tiring crowd of hikers. Luckily, we were given rests at fairly regular intervals
so that we could keep on going!

Finally, we reached the end of our journey to our camp but we still couldn’t see
the sand dunes! We were taken into a large forest and placed our burgens on the
ground. We were allowed to eat our lunch and have a rest before the real
activities began. The first activity that we did was “camo and concealment”. We
were taken to a hilly, savannah-like area with lots of long, dense grass so we could
hide, concealing ourselves with army face paint. Overall, with our army uniform
and concealed faces, most of us were hidden away with the grass and trees. When
we took the small but fast trek back the “harbour”, we were given the instruction
to put up our shelter. The term they used for the plastic cover that were soon to
be sleeping under was a ‘basher’. All that a basher is, is a light plastic cover that
is attached to two trees and the ground. Me and Joe (my partner) found the set up
very easy and were soon putting down our roll mats.

Later on in the day, we began to plan for the main event: our reccie patrol in the
middle of the night. Our objective was to gather as much Intel as we could by
surveying a group of enemies guarding a lot of discarded ammo in a big car park. We
had a long trek along the sand dunes towards our destination. Once we arrived, we had
to use a tactical viewing technique called petalling. It is very simple as it means what
is says. You just have to go around the carpark in the shape of a flowers petals. Once
we had gathered all of the Intel needed, we walked back through the countryside along
steeply ascending sand dunes and rough, rocky lanes back to camp. Once we got back,
we all dropped onto our roll mats, got into our sleeping bags and went straight to sleep
after a very long and tiring day!
Silence concealed the forest very early in morning. The sun had just come over the
horizon and was peeking through the long trees. No-one, apart from Mr Paylor and one
of the commanders, moved a muscle. Suddenly, a loud shout came from the
commander’s mouth. “EVERYBODY UP! WE ARE UNDER ATTACK!” We were instructed to
get up, get changed and get into line to evacuate the area. We trekked quickly through
the green forest and the soft sand in order to escape the ‘enemy’.

Once we arrived at our destination, we were told that we had three more fun activities
to do and the day would be over. The first activity was to receive the name of animal
from the commander. In our sections, we had to order our animals in size order by just
making the noise of that animal! No-one knew what each other’s animals were! Of
course, our section won and were winning 1-0.
The second task was a race across the sand dunes. Sadly, the other section won that to
make it 1-1 but I did see a small sand snake in the shrubs! Finally, we had the last
section. We had to carry everyone’s burgens up to a certain point and then take them
back! Amazingly, our section managed to pull through and win the whole competition!
We were overjoyed and both sections received hot-dogs to end the trip on a high.
Overall, the trip was very hard and very gruelling but was also enjoyable and was a
good and different experience for everyone that went.
Written by Nathan Pownall 8MAW

Llantwit pupils win Gold!
Llantwit pupils who have completed bronze, silver and gold awards
in leadership this year were awarded in a special presentation
assembly. The school was delighted that the Lions club were able to sponsor the
ceremony and provide trophies for the pupils to mark their achievement in
completing their recent expedition. Liz Evans, President, Llantwit Major &
Cowbridge Lions and Byron Evans, Youth Officer attended the assembly to present
the awards.
Dan Shooter, Operations Manager at MPCT Skills Academy made the following
comments about the learners’ performance in their challenging expedition:
“Just wanted to express my praise
for every learner who attended Op
Sandy Dune this week. I was
extremely impressed with their
politeness, willingness to learn and
determination. They all got stuck
into the activities and embraced the
military experience. I overheard
one comment from a learner to another saying ‘I never thought I could
have done half the stuff I have done
on these two days’, this I think was
the case for many. They really got
stuck into the exercise and the
teamwork was evident throughout. A few sore feet and tired learners at the end
which was expected considering how much they achieved in the two days.
Once again I can’t praise highly enough the conduct and effort that the learners
displayed throughout. All the feedback from the instructors was extremely positive
and they were impressed particularly with the determination on many of the
arduous activities. “
The pupil feedback on their pilot programme was excellent, and will be used to
continue to inform the planning in the partnership between the Military preparation
college and the school.

Rotary Club Success
Congratulations to Hugo Billington who
was awarded first place in the Llantwit
Major Rotary Club's Young Inventor
Competition!
Many congratulations also go to our
second prize winner, Helen Barker and to
Connor Clarke and Sean Matthews
who shared equal third place.
A big thank you to the Rotary club for
their time in judging the competition
and supporting young designers and
engineers in the community.

Students promote positive friendships with graffiti project
Art students have participated in a coordinated graffiti project with the Artist Adam
Kemp to promote positive friendships within the school community.
Sarah Smith in Year 12 developed a design based on the message “ Lifting People Up
is better than Tearing Them Down”. A select committee of Year 12 pupils then worked
in collaboration with Year 9 pupils to draw-out and paint the large scale mural.
Building relations across differing
year groups became an important
part of the Year 12 current Welsh
Baccalaureate Community
Qualification and enabled Year 9
to gain a better understanding of
6th form participation, in addition
to building friendships with Alevel pupils.
Mr Thomas Head of Art said, “This
has really been a great success in
promoting positive relationships
ac ro s s th e w ide r sc h o o l
community and the end result
speaks for itself. Team work
across the two year groups has been essential, and the pupils have shown real
commitment and determination to independently organise and develop the whole
project, showing the flexibility to work late into the school day where necessary to
produce outstanding results. I am very proud of everyone involved”.

Primary Schools detectives solve
crime
As part of our transition programme, we recently
invited year 6 pupils from St Illtyd, St Athan, Wick &
Marcross, Ysgol Y Ddraig and Rhws Primary schools to take part in a Crime
Scene Investigation (CSI) Day.
The students were told that a laptop had been stolen from a classroom and they
were to use their detective skills to solve the crime. The Police CSI team and
members of staff from various departments within the School were on hand to
give the pupils as much information as possible. From the evidence they
gathered, they were then asked to use their literacy skills and write an account
of the crime and to name the thief. The entries were then judged by the
English Department at Llantwit Major School.
A member of the transition staff visited the schools with Liz Evans from the
Llantwit Major & Cowbridge Lions (who sponsor the awards) and presented the
winners with medallions.
St Athan entry
I think the crime was committed by
Robert William Hughs because two
of the eye witnesses stated that
they saw the suspect flee the scene
of the crime wearing a black/navy
coat. The accused wears a navy
puffa jacket. Secondly the accused
has stated to friends that he is
after a new laptop and has always
loved using a computer since he
was in primary school. Finally the
accused has local knowledge of the
area as he lives in Llantwit Major.
We have eliminated Paul Alfred Thomas from our list during our French lesson. A
secret message was left and we had to shade in the colours in French and the
remaining letters spelt out the name Paul Alfred Thomas.
In History we learnt about various Kings and Queens of Britain. The Roman
numerals at the end of their title e.g. Henry V III pointed towards a date of birth
18.1.94 which led us to eliminate Stephen John Davies as this was his date of
birth. This left us with Luke Matthew Jones, however he lives in Barry and only
visits friends near the beach on some weekends. More evidence points towards
Robert William Hughs committing the crime.

Wick entry
During break, on the 23rd September a laptop was stolen along with many
other items, in Llantwit Major Comprehensive School. This devious crime was
committed by Paul Alfred Thomas also known as PAT.
I believe this was committed by Paul Alfred Thomas for numerous reasons.
While we were in the IT department we intercepted a message from Paul
Alfred Thomas, “Meet at the Gate, Pat”. PAT unsurprisingly are Paul Alfred
Thomas’s initials. Nevertheless that wasn’t enough to convince us that it was
him. For example, it could have been him talking to his friend to meet at the
gate.
So as we arrived in the Science
Department we tested three
pens to find a match in the pen
ink that was left in the debris
of a devilish crime. We
continued to test things that
were found in the area that
was raided. We tested samples
of urine to find a sign of
diabetes because we knew one
of the defendants had
diabetes. The final test that
was left to task was to find signs of drugs –
Lithium. Predictably Paul Alfred Thomas,
the cold hearted thief remains strong
throughout the investigations.
Arriving at the crime scene we came across
foot prints and finger prints, we were set to
do this challenging mission that makes us
compare them to the right suspect. There
was one only answer to this heinous crime,
Paul Alfred Thomas.
The fact that Paul is a sports coach adds to
the evidence. It is his wish to fly away with
his “new” laptop to America to start his
own business in sports camps for people
that aspire to become professional
sportsmen. His smart act of being
thoughtful, loving and compassionate to his
friends did not pay off when it comes to
committing a crime.

The Wales we want!
In June, schools from across Wales met in the Senydd for
the second National Senior Eco-Committee. A total of 10
schools have been selected to represent Wales, and the
focus for the day was ‘Fantastic Food: the environmental
impact of what we eat and what we waste’.
Pupils from Llantwit Major School scrutinised
different areas of the Environment Bill, and were
then given the chance to pose their questions to
Carl Sargeant, Minister for Natural Resources in
a debating chamber! A key theme was ‘Looking
after our land, Water and Animals’ and the link
between what we eat and our carbon footprint.
Which has the highest carbon footprint; milk,
bananas or carrots? We were shocked to find out
the impact of some of our favourite foods. Here
are a few facts from the day:

Milk: If you go through 2 pints of milk a day that is 527kg CO2 a year; as much as
a return flight from London to Madrid. Milk is a high carbon product. Cows,
like most animals waste a lot of energy in the food they eat, and produce
large quantities of methane.
Bananas: These are a low carbon food. Reasons for this include; they are grown
in natural sunlight, they keep incredibly well and are transported by boat.
There is very little packaging because they provide their own!
Carrots: Root vegetables are some of the most climate friendly foods available.
Raw vegetables have a lower impact as cooking has its own carbon
implications.

In addition pupils explored the problems of our marine environments caused by
human interference eg pollution, waste and over-fishing. Pupils suggested ideas
to the Minister on how we can manage our seas in a sustainable way, making sure
they are there for future generations.
A fantastic day was had by all, including Keep Wales Tidy staff who were
overwhelmed by the level of knowledge, dedication and innovation shown by the
pupils involved.

Many thanks to Jade Rendall (Year 7), Emily Dargan (Year 7), Rian Thomas (Year
7) and Rianna Morgan (Year 7).
Posted by Mrs S Davies.

The Pacific Ocean Rubbish ‘Soup’

PE Department News
Newyddion Yr Adran Addysg Gorfforol
Congratulations to Mackenzie Whilding who
represented her country at the Junior
Olympics in Roller Hockey which were held
in Corona California in July. Her and the
team won Gold at the competition.
A
fantastic achievement for the team playing
against the best teams in the world.
After the final Mackenzie also had the
honour of being asked to play for an
American team as their keeper had been
injured.
Well done Mackenzie, we are very proud of
you!

Congratulations to Nichol Jones Year 10 who is the new county
champion in the Under 17 age group, setting a new record in the shot
putt at the county Athletics final with a throw of 7m 62.
Congratulations also go to Llewelyn Brown who won the boys shot
putt , making him county champion.

PE Department News
Newyddion Yr Adran Addysg Gorfforol
The School held its annual sports day at Jenner Park Stadium in Barry in June.
Once again the weather was kind to us and the day ran smoothly with pupils
from Years 7-10 enjoying a fun packed day of athletic events. Pupils were split
into two teams for the day and either were competing for ‘Team Army’ or Team
Navy’. It was a very close competition this year with the Army sneaking the
victory with success in the final relays of the day.

There were some stand out performances on the day from Erin Mcloughlin (Yr. 7)
winning a total of four events, Tommy Hartland (Yr. 8) winning 3 events and
equalling the school record (12.8s) in the 100m and Millie Wiggins (Yr. 9)
breaking the school records in the 100m (13.5s) and the 200m (28.4s).
Congratulations to all athletes who competed.
Want to know more about the schools PE success? Follow the department on
twitter @LlantwitPE #Teamllantwit
Sports Day event winners 2015
Hurdles
100m

200m

Yr. 7

Yr. 8

Yr. 9

Yr. 10

Erin Mcloughlin
Garin Evans
Ewan Heywood
Kirsty Law

Nia Johnstone
Tommy Hartland
Katie Taylor
Tommy Hartland

Lauren Mcloughlin

Sam Snaith

Millie Wiggins
Iwan Robinson-Booth

Shannon King
Ben Boyd

Erin Mcloughlin
Ewan Heywood

Ellie Mae Williams
Coree Roberts

Millie Wiggins
Iwan Robinson-Booth
Nathan Evans

James Cook

300m

Ieuan Williams

800m

Erin Mcloughlin
Rian Thomas

Cerys West
Tommy Hartland

Alisha Hayes
Seth Talbot

Ryan Malton

1500m

Maisie Edwards
Cai Ellerton

Ellie Mae Williams
Nattawut Snowden

Connor Morgan

Declan Ellis

Shot

Bethan Roberts
Louie John
Emma Craythorne
Ashley Keen
Emma Craythorne
Liam Taylor
Megan Taylor
Garin Evans

Gabrielle Clark
Ieuan Lewis
Sophie Moore
Joe Godfrey
Jordan Boon

Mared Roberts
Connor Treadgold
Mared Roberts
Cameron Sims
Ruby Davies
Connor Treadgold
Lauren Mcloughlin
Seth Talbot

Cole Baker

Erin Mcloughlin
Jamie Squance

Anya Trudgian

Lauren Mcloughlin
Jordan Jones

Ben Boyd

Discus
Javelin
Long Jump
High Jump

Daisy Cresswell
Nattawut Snowden

Matthew Fry
Ryan Malton
Shannen King
Sam Snaith

LLANTWIT HONOUR ACADEMIC
ACHIEVERS 2015
Llantwit Major School recently held our annual awards evening where guest of honour
Stephen Doughty MP commended pupils who have made a special contribution to
school life. Pupils were awarded in all subjects at all key stages. In addition, extra
awards were presented for other achievements including services to the community
and best GCSE and A Level results.
ART
KS3 Mared Roberts
KS4 Sam Ball (Applied Art & Photography)
KS5 Madison Waters (Michael Grist Award)
Presented by Mr S Thomas
BUSINESS STUDIES
KS4 Daniel Vickers
KS5 Emily Stevens & Samantha Gibbs
(ASW Salver)
Presented by Mrs L Gallo
DRAMA
KS3 Erin Dalton
KS4 Rosey D’Allenger-Powell & Bianca Grad
KS5 Rhys Bugler
Presented by Miss N Stewart

ENGLISH
KS3 Jessica Summers & Chloe Redmore
KS4 Dafydd Jones
KS5 Lydia Parsons
Presented by Mrs C Pearson
GEOGRAPHY
KS3 Ceri Jauncey
KS4 Amber Taylor
KS5 Erin Hayes
(Adrian Johanson-Brown Memorial Trophy)
Presented by Mrs J Jones

HISTORY
KS3 Kari Morgan
KS4 Mathew Davies & Rhys Edwards
KS5 Sophie Irving
Presented by Dr J M Alter

HOME ECONOMICS
KS4 Tiegan Avaient & Lauren Holloway
(Christine Griffiths Award for excellent
achievement in GCSE Home Economics)
Gemma Thomas & Nia Thomas
Thomas Jones Memorial Award for Catering
Presented by Miss R Newbrook
IT
KS3 Lewis Kordell
KS4 Lawrence Richardson-Mills
KS5 Sam Rowlands
Presented by Mr M J Bell
MATHS
KS3 Caitlin Spargo
KS4 Dylan White & Tiegan Avaient
KS5 Hannah Crowe
KS5 Matthew Sanderson (Further Maths)
Presented by Mrs M A Martin
MFL
KS3 Jessica Summers
Presented by Ms M Scantlebury
KS4 Daniel Vickers
Presented by Ms M Scantlebury
KS5 Megan Gee
Presented by Miss T Rees
MUSIC
KS3 Kiera Manley & Jack Wilkinson
KS4 Tom Colgan
KS5 Hannah James & Rhys Richards
Lorna Hughes Memorial Award for Most Promising
Student
Alex Williams (Tal Morgan Award)
Presented by Miss E Brown

PE
Millie Wiggins
A J Brown Key Stage 3 Award for Excellent
Achievement in PE
KS4 Alex Parry
KS5 Holly Howles
Presented by Mr J Patterson

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Hannah James
Presented by Mr D L Davies

RS
KS3 Mared Roberts
KS4 Bethany Nash
KS5 Lydia Parsons, Rhys Bugler & Sophie Irving
Presented by Mrs M Williams

BARCLAYS BANK SERVICE TO SCHOOL
Head Boy
Matthew Sanderson
Presented by Ms K Winstone

SOCIAL SCIENCE
KS4 Rosey D’Allenger-Powell
(Sociology)
KS5 Chloe Roberts (Sociology)
Presented by Dr J M Alter
KS5 Madison Waters
Psychology)
Presented by Miss M Liebman
SCIENCE
KS3 Sophie Birkin
KS4 Lara Roots & Kieran Cormican
KS5 Hannah Crowe, Ellie Atkinson,
Matthew Sanderson & Joseph Williams
(Rowena Bowen Award for Science)
Presented by Mrs P Birt

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
KS3 Megan Murray (Terry Martin Award)
KS4 Danielle Burnett
YR13 Emily Hilditch (Jack and Jessie George
Salver)
Presented by Mr A Stephens
WELSH
KS3 Jessica Summers
KS4 Ellie Jones
Presented by Mr D Harries
WELSH BACCALAUREATE
KS5 Chloe Davies
Presented by Ms R F Carr
VOCATIONAL AWARDS & EXTRA AWARDS
KS5 Kelly Howells
Presented by Miss R Newbrook
(Kay Welsh Award for Vocational Work)
GILLIAN BURNETT MEMORIAL BOWL
For Work Experience
Joshua Mundy
Presented by Mrs L Gallo

THE JOHN SMITH ENDEAVOUR CUP
Lauren Skidmore
Presented by Mrs F Greville

HALLIGAN SERVICE AWARD
Head Girl
Hannah Crowe
Presented by Ms K Winstone
J Ll THOMAS AWARD FOR SPECIAL
ACHIEVEMENT
Luke Tebby
Presented by Mrs L Pownall
PRINCIPALITY ENDEAVOUR AWARD FOR
ENGLISH
Olivia Lloyd
Presented by Mr A Clark (Principality BS) &
Mrs C Pearson
PRINCIPALITY ENDEAVOUR AWARD FOR MATHS
Lana Ray-Parsons
Presented by Mr A Clark (Principality BS) &
Mrs M Martin
RHYD-Y-CEIRW AWARD
For best GCSE results by a male student
Kieran Cormican & Luke Tebby
Presented by Miss A Lark
RAF ST ATHAN SALVER
For best GCSE results by a female student
Bethany Nash & Nia Thomas
Presented by Miss A Lark
PERCY SMITH SALVER
For best A Level results by a male student
Matthew Sanderson
Presented by Ms K Winstone
PHILLIP JONES SALVER
For best A Level results by a female student
Ellie Atkinson & Hannah Crowe
Presented by Ms K Winstone

See photographs overleaf
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Photographs courtesy of Colorfoto

Art/D&T/Textiles Exhibition
In June the school hosted its annual Art, Textiles and Design Technology
exhibition evening.
Pupils who have recently completed their GCSE, AS and A-Level studies
showcased their exceptional work to the community and wider public. Parents,
staff and pupils were all present to celebrate their success. This year the work
has been very diverse with a range of media and themes being used across all
three departments leading to a dynamic, varied exhibition. “As always the
pupils have really made us proud and their level of commitment and motivation
for the creative subjects has been excellent. We wish all our pupils the best in
their future studies both here at Llantwit Major and in the many successful
University places gained by year 13”.
Mr Thomas Head of Art .

Archbishop of Wales visits School
On Wednesday, 7 October, The Most Reverent Doctor Barry Morgan spent an hour
with a Year 12 group of pupils being quizzed about his ideas on a whole host of
ethical and moral topics. This was a fantastic and most valuable opportunity as
we know that the Archbishop is a very busy man!
From animal rights, gay marriage, the role of the Church in Wales today and
assisted dying to fundamentalism and caring for the environment – the meaning of
life was well and truly on the curriculum for the morning. Pupils appreciated The
Archbishop’s honest and compassionate answers to these issues.

The visit had been organised by the school’s Head of RS, Marged Williams, and the
Revd Rachel Simpson, assistant curate of Llantwit Major.
Mrs Williams said, “We were delighted to welcome Archbishop Barry to the school –
it was a rare and valuable opportunity for our Year 12 pupils to quiz him on all
sorts of ethical, moral and spiritual topics. He was very warm and engaging and
pitched his responses perfectly and was able to relate extremely well to the pupils
who listened intently throughout.”
Dr Morgan said, “It was wonderful to
meet Year 12 RS pupils and to see their
enthusiasm to engage in life’s wider
questions. There was no shying away
from the challenging issues and I hope
they will continue to explore the
different perspectives they encounter
during the rest of the course and,
indeed, as they travel through life.”

RS forge links with churches in Texas
A group of teachers, professionals and athletes from two churches in Texas came
to visit the Vale of Glamorgan as part of an ongoing partnership with churches in
the Vale to work within schools and the community.
On 30 June, seven of the team
visited Llantwit Major School to
deliver lessons as requested on the
PSHE day. They taught about their
country, cultural values and differences; they taught basketball skills
and even had a very strong athlete
who was able to bend a metal bar
and break a baseball bat on his
leg.
Over the week they were able to
talk to thousands of young people
and share their culture and faith in
real and dynamic ways.

Pupils attend Fairtrade conference
A group of year 7 and 9 pupils
attended a Fairtrade conference
in Cardiff Bay in July. We learned
about the Fairtrade fashion
industry, the tea leaf trade and
what is meant by the Fairtrade
premium. My favourite part was
talking to two 14 year olds from
Ghana via a live link up. Their
parents are cocoa farmers and it
was good to be able to ask them
questions. We learned that we
can really make a difference by
buying Fairtrade.
Mared Roberts

In October 2014, over sixty students
turned up to audition for the school
production of ‘Fame’. It is set during
the last years of New York City’s
celebrated High School for the
Performing Arts on 46th Street. FameThe Musical is bittersweet but an
ultimately inspiring story of a diverse
group of students as they commit to
four years of gruelling artistic and
academic work.
The outcome of the auditions was amazing
and the rehearsal period started after a very
hard process of selecting the cast. Weeks and
months of after school rehearsals took place,
sometimes three nights a week. The cast
worked hard to make sure what they
produced was top quality. It was a pleasure
to have such a dedicated cast who gave up
their time to create a dynamic performance.
A big thank you to the music department,
who supported the production. They worked
tirelessly to ensure that the high standards of
previous productions had been maintained. It was a pleasure working with them
and sharing ‘wow moments’, when the students captured our vision.
There was an overwhelming supportive ethos
from the year 13 students, they were true
stars. When I needed extra support Kathryn
Llewellyn, Sebastian Lewis and Holly Howles
undertook the role of a director.

The biggest thank you is to all of the students in
the production and back stage team, without them
there would be no ‘High School of PA’. They are all
very talented and have such enthusiasm for
performing. The commitment is astounding and it
excites me to see what ‘Llantwit Major School will
produce in the next production.
Natalie Stewart, Leader of Drama

FREE Office for
Students and Teachers

Office 365 Education Plus is available for free to students
and staff at Llantwit Major School. Install Office on up to
5 PCs or Macs and on other mobile devices, including
Android™, iPad®, and Windows tablets. Access Office
365 services like 1 TB OneDrive online storage.

Use the link: https://login.microsoftonline.com or the link
on the school website.
Staff or Students sign in with their school username
(username@llantwitschool.org.uk) and password.
Use the Install now button to install Office on up to 5PCs
or Macs .

Parent/Pupil Information
Gwybodaeth Rhieni/Disgyblion
Labelling School Uniform
In order that clothing can be
returned to your son/daughter as
quickly as possible, please ensure
all items are labelled.
All pupils are told to check at the
main office if they have lost any
personal effects.

To prevent disturbing lessons and
disrupting teaching and learning,
please encourage your child to check
his/her bag before leaving for school in
the morning to ensure they have the
correct equipment for the day,
including PE kit, packed lunch, dinner
money, etc.

Information about parents taking photos or videos of school events/
activities.
Please be reminded, as per our safeguarding policy that:
Parents/carers can only record photographic or digital images of
children in school based activities i.e. school concerts, with the
permission of the Headteacher. School will never condone the posting
of children’s/young people’s images taken by pupils/parents on the
internet or social networking sites. The school cannot control the use
of such images
taken by parents/carers after school events, and
therefore could not assure other parents/carers of the appropriateness
of that use.

Bag 2 School
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our
appeal last year. Our last collection in July
amounted to a £36 payment to the school.

Collection dates this year:

Wednesday 27 January 2016
Thursday 30 June 2016
Please save your unwanted clothes, bags,
shoes and soft toys and bring them to the
school either in a ‘Bag 2 School’ bag or any
plastic bag. Bags can be brought in to the
school’s main office anytime in the week
before collection.

Exam Certificates
Examination certificates
are now available for
collection from the main
office for exams sat this
summer. Please collect as
soon as possible. We also
have
a
number
of
certificates which have not
been
collected
from
previous years. Please
inform brothers/sisters/
friends to collect as soon as
possible as if requested
from exam boards in the
future there is a charge.

Week 1/2

Date

W/B 2/11 - 1

26-30 Oct
2 Nov

W/B 16/11 - 1
W/B 23/11 - 2
W/B 30/11 - 1
W/B 7/12 - 2

W/B 14/12 - 1

W/B 4/1 - 2
W/B 11/1 - 1
W/B 25/1 - 1
W/B 1/2 - 2
W/B 8/2 - 1

Time

Half Term
November series of exams begin.

19 Nov
26 Nov
3 Dec
3 Dec
7 Dec

4-6.30 pm
4-6.30 pm

Year 11 Parents Evening
Year 7 Parents Evening
Alternative timetable – Wider Curriculum Development Day
Positively Mad - Year 11/Parental engagement
Year 8 Exams Fortnight

8 Dec
9 Dec
10-11 Dec
14-18 Dec
18 Dec
21Dec-1Jan
4 Jan
14 Jan
27 Jan
28 Jan
3 Feb
9 Feb

7.00 pm

Carol Concert at St Illtyds Church
Senior Citizens Tea Party & presentation of hampers
Mock Examinations (Not English & Maths for Y11)
Mock Examinations (Not English & Maths for Y11)
Last day of term
Christmas Holiday
January series of exams begin – English Language/Literature
Year 8 Parents Evening
PTA Meeting
Year 12/13 Parents Evening
Year 8 Options Evening
Llangranog meeting for Year 6 parents

10 Feb

6-8.00 pm

4-6.30 pm
6.00 pm
4-6.30 pm

W/B 29/2 - 1

25 Feb

Half Term
4-6.30 pm

Year 9 Parents Evening

26 Feb

HPV Vaccine (Year 8 girls)

3 Mar

World Book Day

4 Mar
W/B 7/3 - 2

Sixth Form Open Evening

9-3.00 pm

9-10 Mar

Eisteddfod
Alternative timetable – Wider Curriculum Development Days

9-11 Mar

Llangranog Trip

10 Mar

4-6.30 pm

Year 10 Parents Evening

W/B 14/3 - 1
W/B 21/3 - 2

16 Mar
TBC

1-3.00 pm
4.30-6.30 pm

Passport Presentation
Sports Presentation Evening

22 March—

8April

Easter Holiday/Easter Revision Sessions

W/B 11/4 - 1

11-22 Apr

Year 10 exam fortnight

W/B 18/4 – 2

18 Apr

Year 10 exams (week 2)

W/B 2/5 - 2

2 May

May Day Bank Holiday

3 May

Alternative timetable – Wider Curriculum Development Day

W/B 9/5 - 1

9 May

GCE/GCSE examinations begin

W/B 16/5 - 2

18 May

30 May—

3June

Half Term

W/B 13/6 - 1

13 June

Commencement of Welsh Baccalaureate study period

15 June

6.00 pm

9-12.30

‘Transition Together’ Parent & Child Day

6-7.00 pm
27-29 June

Sports Day
Art/D&T/Textiles Exhibition (Date to be confirmed)
Alternative timetable – Wider Curriculum Development Day

27 June

Year 6 Transition Day

16 June
W/B 20/6 - 2
W/B 27/6 - 1

PTA Meeting

27 June

6.00 pm

Year 6 Transition Day Concert

28 June

Year 4 Transition Day

29 June

Year 5 Transition Day

4/7 - 2

4-8 Jul

Drama Production Week

11/7 - 1

11&13 Jul
15 Jul
18-20 Jul
18 Aug
25 Aug

8.30-5 pm

End of year reward trip
Last day of term
Inset Days (to be taken as twilight sessions) no impact on pupils
GCE Results
GCSE Results

WHAT’S ON THIS YEAR?

15-19 Feb
W/B 22/2 - 2

EVENT

Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, CF61 1TQ
Tel: 01446 793301; llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
www.llantwitschool.org.uk; @LlantwitMajorSc

