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School for the 21st century at the heart of the community

Pupils Celebrate Outstanding Examination Results!
Students at Llantwit Major School are
celebrating achieving an outstanding set of
GCSE results. Performance in Mathematics
and English have both risen to over 70% of
pupils achieving A*-C grades, this constitutes
an improvement of 7% in Mathematics and
11% in English when compared to
performance in 2013. 65% of students
obtained 5 GCSE grades or more including
English and Mathematics which is a 13%
improvement over 2013.
The very impressive performance of students extended across all subjects with 95% of
students achieving 5 or more GCSE grades at A*-C and a remarkable 100% of students
obtaining a Science qualification at the higher grades.
In addition, Sixth Form Students are
celebrating after achieving an outstanding
set of A Level, AS Level and BTec
results. The vast majority of Year 13 pupils
have been successful in being accepted
onto their chosen options in their first
choice universities and have commenced
their degree courses.

At A level nearly 50% of the grades achieved
were A*, A or B which is a fantastic
achievement, testament to the hours of
study students and staff were prepared to commit to. Equally impressive is the fact
that 98% of Year 13 pupils achieved a pass in the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification.
Not to be outdone, Year 12 students also produced some outstanding AS Level results
highlighted by the fact that over 25% of the grades that they achieved were either A*
or A.
We would like to offer congratulations to all our students and wish them the very best
for their future studies. (More results information & photographs overleaf)

MORE EXAMINATION
CELEBRATIONS!

News from the Military
Preparation Academy
Llantwit Major pupils have again
reaped the rewards of the BTEC Public
Services Level 2 course which is
delivered by the MPCT Skills Academy.
The course is offered as part of the
Vale of Glamorgan 14-19 strategic
group and our pupils gained
outstanding results.
Ryan Clarke, Sophie Hills, James
Hilditch, Callum Stephens and Eleanor
Winstone all secured a distinction at
the Extended Certificate level. This is
equivalent to 2 A*s at GCSE, while
Danielle Morgan, Kieran Fernley and
Cameron Davies gained a merit
qualification.

In Year 10, Charlotte York has already
secured two distinctions in her first
two units.
MPCT will be continuing to offer the
Public Services course and nine Year 10
pupils have been visiting the Cardiff
Centre from September. A group of
Year 9 pupils have also been selected
to complete the BTEC Award as part of
their curriculum.

In addition
the school will be
developing an in-house project with
MPCT staff who will visit the school
weekly to support our pupils with a
bespoke programme.

Meet the Senior Prefects for
September 2014

From left to right:
Calum Richards-deputy head boy, Hannah Crowe-head girl,
Matt Sanderson-head boy, Erin Hayes-deputy head girl

'As head boy, head girl and deputies we feel very privileged to have
received these roles of responsibility in which we will represent Llantwit
as a 6th form and as a school. We will all endeavour to carry out our
duties with diligence and enthusiasm in order to meet and exceed the
high standards expected of us. The whole prefect team feel similarly
proud to have achieved a role of responsibility and we are all eager to
begin!'

The ’Healthiest School in the Vale’ …
for the second time!!
We are proud to have been awarded healthy school status, and to be the only
secondary school in the Vale of Glamorgan to receive the full accreditation after an
external assessment on seven areas of health. Food and Fitness, Emotional
wellbeing and Safety are just a few of the areas that were put under scrutiny this
May. This award highlights that the health of its pupils, staff and local community
are a top priority.

The assessors commented,
‘The school strives to create a
health promoting environment in all
aspects of school life from curricular
and extra-curricular activities,
through to ethos and environment
an d f a m i ly a n d c o m m u n i ty
involvement.
It is evident that Llantwit values
pupil participation and encourages
pupils within the school to take an
active role in school life. Pupils are
involved in decisions within the
school, and are able not only to
express ideas and suggestions, but
also to translate these ideas into
actions.
Pupils and staff are always keen and
willing to engage with external
organisations for expert support and
advice, and are also willing to share
their own good practices as
examples to others.

Congratulations Llantwit Major School!
A special thank you to the school wellbeing
committee and sixth form pupils in the
anti-bullying team.

The school creates a warm, You can follow Llantwit Major School on
welcoming and clean and safe twitter @LlantwitMajorSch
environment and was a pleasure to
visit.’

End of Autumn Term
Roll of Honour

Congratulations to all Summer Term ‘Points to Success’ prize winners.
WH Smith vouchers have been awarded to pupils who were top points
scorers in their year group (1st, 2nd and 3rd) and top of their form
group.
In a continued effort to reward pupils for their good attendance, we
have continued our attendance prize draw for each year group. The
name of every pupil in the year group is put into a ‘hat’ and a pupil
name is drawn out every fortnight. If the pupil has had 100%
attendance over the fortnight they receive £5.
As attendance is linked to performance we have also rewarded all
pupils who had 100% attendance over the Autumn Term with a ‘Planet
Ice’ Pass for 2 people to go ice skating at the Cardiff Bay complex for
free.
We are listening to our learners and are reviewing our prizes for 20142015 in order to ensure pupils continue to enjoy working for the
rewards on offer. The attendance draw and ice skating passes will
continue to be prizes and we look forward to announcing the rest of
our rewards following the pupil feedback.
At the beginning of each term we begin the points system at zero, so
all pupils have a chance of receiving one (or more) of these prizes at
the end of each term. The Autumn Term count has begun. Pob Lwc!

Highest point Scorers
Year 7
1st
2nd
3rd

Robert Hamill 7NEJ
Rhys Jones 7NC
Lauren Williams 7CP

Highest Points Earner in each form group
7RAB
Elizabeth Guest
7NC
Cameron Davies
7CP
Jas Walton
7NEJ
Nattawut Snowden
7KC
Zoe Ingram

Year 8
1st
2nd
3rd

Catrin Llewelyn
Charlie Brown
Jessica Summers

Highest Points Earner in each form group
8AES: Elliott Redmayne 8DRD: Brendan Lawrence
8RN: Vicky White
8SD: Connor Treadgold
8ST: Aaron Court
8TG: Mared Roberts

Year 9
1st
2nd
3rd

Abigail Allen 9RC
Lauryn Casseldine 9SPD
Shannon Davies 9JP

Highest Points Earner in each form group
9KE Dylan Johnston
9RS Hannah Jones
9DH Huw Williams
9JP Morgan Stevens
9LM Liam Cooper
9RC Sam Hauxwell/Sam Williams
9SPD Emily Jayne Owen

Highest point Scorers
Year 10
1st
2nd
3rd

Tom McGrory
Tia Perry
Luke Tebby/Rhys Edwards

Highest Points Earner in each form group
10DWP
10NS
10JD
10 AR
10MAW
10SG

Ben Simpson-McCourt
Lucy Morgan
Kieran Cormican
Tom Pritchard
Luke Tebby
Taylor Addison

Year 11—Prom Ticket Winners

1st
2nd
3rd

Tom Birkin
Richard Dangerfield
Shannon Lynch

Other Winners
Chelsea Dawes
James Hilditch
Holly Howles
Ben Green
Rhian Jones
Kieron Morgans
Tamara Pitt

Governors Annual Report
The full Governors’ Annual Report is a document which contains data on the School.
A printed copy of the full document is available on request from the School.
Many people find the full document long and inaccessible and, as a result, the
School is required to provide parents with key summary information from the report.
This includes Welsh Assembly Government summaries on teacher assessments at KS3,
GCSE external examination performance, attendance information along with the
provision made for pupils to participate in sport at the school. This summary
information will be distributed to all parents once the Welsh Assembly Government
produce their final summary documents in the next few weeks.
Parents who wish to discuss any information in relation to the School with the
Governing Body are invited to contact the chair of the governors Mr Derek Mutlow at
the school. A full list of the membership of the Governing Body is provided below.
Headteacher:
Teachers:
(Elected as representatives of the
teaching staff of the school)
Parent:
(Elected as representatives
of pupils currently attending
the school)

LEA Appointed:
(Nominated by the
Local Education Authority
to serve on the
Governing Body)
Community:
(Invited by other governors
to join the Governing Body.
Act as a link with the
Community)
Head Boy/Head Girl:
Clerk:
(Takes the minutes of the
Governing Body and all its
Committees)

Dr Vince Browne
Mr Mike Bell
Mrs Jane Jones
Mrs Sharon Cox

Ms Jeni Jenkins
Mrs Jackie Vickers
Miss Alyson Jones
Ms Natalie Godfrey
Mr Stuart Pownall
Dr Carol Brown
Mrs Mari Gibbs
Cllr Eddie Williams
Mr Derek Mutlow (Chair)
Mr John Clarke
Cllr Gwyn John
Vacancy
Mr Simon Morea
Mr Graham Price (Vice Chair)
Mr Matthew Hughes
Mrs Sally Perini
Matt Sanderson
Hannah Crowe
Mrs Tracy Edwards

Green Flag status for a third time!
We did it again!
After another crazy year of dressing
up as bananas, counting thousands of
Xmas cards, litter picking and Fair
Trade cake sales, the time had come
to see whether we had done enough
to secure the Eco-Schools Green Flag
for a third time.
The Friday before we broke up for
the summer holidays, the Green Flag
assessor came into school to assess
our evidence and commitment to
being an Eco-School. During the two years since our last assessment, a dedicated
group of pupils have driven and promoted eco-issues across the school and have
transformed the ethos around the place. All pupils have been involved in litter
picking and other community activities and every department ensures ESDGC issues
are addressed through their subjects. We were also selected this year to become
one of ten schools nationally to form part of an all-Wales Senior Eco-Committee and
have become a prestigious Flagship School.
The assessor was very impressed with the way we take a whole school approach and
how eager pupils are to get involved. Pupils have taken ownership of the evidence
needed to become an Eco-School and take great pride in the initiatives they develop
and promote. She even took examples of pupils’ work to use as excellent practice
with other schools.
As a school we are committed to heightening pupils’ awareness and developing
global citizens. We are extremely proud of the way our pupils work together to
improve the environment around school and in the community. These improvements
and developments come at a particularly exciting time as an ESDGC project will be
compulsory when the new curriculum is rolled out.
Our next challenge is to secure the prestigious Platinum Status! We will be looking
to monitor energy around the school as well as organising numerous fund raising
events this year. If any pupils are keen to get involved please see Mrs Nelson/Mrs
Davies in the Geography Department.

Good News for Careers at Llantwit
School
Re-accreditation of Careers Mark
Following an audit against the Careers and the world of Work Framework
and self assessment against the Estyn Framework, Llantwit Major School
has successfully been re-accredited with the Careers Mark by Careers
Wales. The re-accreditation takes place every three years demonstrating
an improvement in student learning.

Year 10 Work Experience
Year 10 work experience takes place from 9-13 February 2015. Over the
next few weeks, during their Careers lessons students will be shown how
to access the work experience database on the Careers Wales website
(careerswales.com) which offers a wide range of placements. We also
encourage students to find their own placements through family and
friends which may be more suited to their requirements. Further
information about work experience will be provided in the near future.

A Street Car Named Desire
Sixth form English students are still recovering from their first trip of the year,
which left them all in emotional turmoil. On Tuesday 16 September, pupils
studying English language and literature and English literature in years 12 and 13
got to experience a live screening of Tennessee Williams’ ‘A Streetcar Named
Desire’ at Cineworld in Cardiff.
The pupils, along with Mrs Pearson and Mrs Savagar, were lucky to experience the
hard-hitting production which was beamed live from the Young Vic in London where
is has been their fastest selling production ever.
The revolving stage and intense music added to the claustrophobia of Williams’
text, ensuring neither audience nor characters could relax. Gillian Anderson’s
Blanche DuBois and Ben Foster’s Stanley Kowalski were both compelling, detestable
whilst also vulnerable and therefore sympathetic, and ensured it was utterly
impossible to take sides as we raced through the challenging issues raised in
Williams’ plot. As the lights went up at the end of the production, the pupils sat
there, transfixed. The shock was clear on all their faces.
Both pupils and staff alike loved this moving production, dissecting it animatedly
from the moment they left the cinema. We’re now busy planning our next
excursion which will hopefully be just as thought provoking!

Pupils show real Entrepreneurial spirit
During the last week of the summer term, pupils took part in the school's
third biennial 'Enterprise week'. This week allowed pupils an opportunity to
experience what it is like to run a small business. Pupils spent the week
working in groups designing and creating a product which they had to bring to
market on the final day.
The event runs in a similar manner to
the TV show ‘The Apprentice’, with the
team making the most profit at the end
of the week being declared the winner.
All profits raised from sales of products
are then donated to charities selected
by the pupils during the week. The
theme for 2014 was 'International
sporting competition' and teams competed as both enterprise teams and
volleyball teams in a tournament on the
final day.
This year's event was once again a huge success in no small part due to the kind
support of local sponsors; Principality and Aberthaw Power station. Mr Andrew
Thomas of Principality Building Society and colleagues not only offered support
to purchase prizes for winning teams, but also offered time and expertise
allowing us to create a new addition to the week - 'The Dragons' Den Experience'
in which all 20 enterprise teams had to pitch their product to the team of four
expert dragons in the hope of securing a financial donation to their overall
profit for charity.
This year’s eventual winners were:
Dragons' Den winners 'Best Pitch'- Beach Bakes - a team
of year 9 & 10 pupils who sold a variety of decorated
fairy cakes.
Overall Enterprise winners 'Most Profit' - British Bake off
- a team of year 7 & 8 pupils who sold a variety of
cookies and chocolate drinks.
A big thank you to all parents, members of the
community and primary schools who came along and
supported the fayre and a huge congratulations to all
pupils who took part in the event which has raised
hundreds of pounds for charities selected by individual
groups including; Ty Hafan, Great Ormond Street
Hospital and Toilet Twinning.

More photographs courtesy of Colorfoto overleaf)

Design & Technology celebrate
Young Inventor Awards
The Rotary Club of Llantwit Major recently judged all the A
Level and four of the AS Products to award the Young Inventor
of the Year Shield. Congratulations to all participants, and in
particular to Sean Matthews who one first place.

1st Place Sean Matthews

2nd Place Charlotte Forrest

3rd Place Lorna Colwill

Pupil’s account of a Royal Visit to remember!
What a memorable day for Llantwit Major and myself!
As a GCSE student
studying Art and
Design at Llantwit
Major School, our
class was approached
by the Galilee Chapel
to design a Centre
Stone. This design
was to be based on St
Illtuds and Celtic
Art. It was a pleasure
and also a challenge
to be able to take
part in this project.
Our Art class had trips to Margam Stone Museum and a tour of Ewenny Priory
to gain some information and inspiration for our designs.
I was grateful to have the opportunity to work with Artist and Sculptor Dilys
Jackson who showed us how to go about carving our own stone blocks.
I then continued with my own design of a Celtic Cross with a centre piece of
a miral (a continuing spiral). My stone was chosen as one of the finalists
and the fabulous invitation came to meet Their Royal Highnesses, The Prince
of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall.
I was so proud and honoured to shake the hand of The Prince of Wales. He
commented on my stone and asked about the design and also mentioned the
imagination that had gone in to it. He also said how well everyone had
worked to complete the stones and thanked us all for attending.
It was certainly a day to remember!
SAM BALL
Year 11

Pupils Prepare for Debating Challenge
This September has seen the
launch of the school’s sixth form
debating team, which will be
competing at the Wales School
Debating Championships in
October.
Three Year 12 pupils, Caitlin
Chattoe, Kathryn Llewellyn and
Sarah Smith, attended a debate
training day on Friday 19
September at Cardiff University in
preparation for their first ever
debate competition.
In addition to witnessing a heated debate by students who have represented
Wales at the world championships, the girls learnt how to structure their
arguments effectively and how to developing a winning style.
In the afternoon, they were put on the spot, being given fifteen minutes to
prepare arguments for a mock debate. Choosing to support the motion ‘This
house believes sports teams should be punished for their fans’ behaviour’, the
three girls worked fervently to develop their arguments and counter arguments.
During the practice debate itself, the girls impressed all in their workshop with
their eloquent and passionate speeches, especially their ability to seize on and
dismiss the arguments of their opponents. These girls certainly know how to
argue!
The three pupils demonstrated real
potential for debating and left the
training session full of enthusiasm
for the championships. We all wish
them luck as they represent Llanwit
Major School in the first round.
Good luck girls!

PE Department News
Newyddion Yr Adran Addysg Gorfforol
During the summer, Llantwit Major
School pupils Sam Snaith (YR10) and
Luke Beattie (YR10) represented
Cardiff and Vale Schoolboys in the
Welsh International Super Cup
tournament. The competition took
place over 4 days and featured teams
from all over the world including
Columbia, Norway, Ireland and USA to
name just a few.
As you can see from the picture the
boys were on the winning team!

Ceramic Castle Proves a Winner!
Congratulations to Brendan Lawrence Year 9
who won the St Donats Myths and Legends
competition with a beautiful ceramic
castle.

Brendan pictured with Mr S
Thomas, Leader of Learning
Art and Mrs M Allen-Bevan,
Teacher of Art.

The launch of
Duke of Edinburgh Award
Forty keen and enthusiastic yr 10 students crammed
into Miss Carr’s room on Monday 22 September to discover more about the
launch of the Duke Of Edinburgh award.
The students were eager to find out more about how they can achieve this
prestigious award. Their first challenge is to prepare a letter stating why they
are interested in achieving the award along with ideas and suggestions about
how they plan to complete the skill and physical sections of the award. “I’m all
for students gaining as much recognition for the skills they’re already
completing. It’s not about making students take on more challenges but
encouraging them to get accreditation for the ones they are already working
towards.” Says Miss Carr D of E Coordinator. She adds, “I’m really looking
forward to watching and encouraging these students develop their skills. This
award instantly makes students stand out from the crowd. I hope all who enrol
have the commitment to see the award through to the end. I’m planning to
take them from Bronze all the way through to gold!”

World Challenge Diary Update
by Elen Jenkins and James Cousins yr 12 Challengers
This month the World Challenge group have raised money as individuals and we
have begun to start our physical training. We started this training by initially
taking part fitness tests such as the bleep test and the cooper run. This gave us
an idea of what improvements we need to make to achieve our fitness goals.
We will need to attain certain fitness levels in order to cope with the intensity
of our expedition. We have all been fundraising as individuals through events
such as car boot sales, cake sales, odd jobs to help our community, sponsorships
etc. We are looking forward to various events created by the group which will
help us to reach our goals of fundraising and fitness.
We are looking forward to helping out at the Cardiff Bay half marathon on
Sunday 5 October as this provides us with the opportunity to walk 13 miles with
our rucksacks.
Thank you to everyone who has sponsored us as a group or as individuals so far,
we are very appreciative and grateful.

Gillybeans
The new school year sees the new Yr 10 health
and social care students start their course. As
part of their learning we headed off to
Gillybeans nursery in the town centre. This is
always a wonderful visit as the health and
social care students get to interact with the
nursery children. The aim is for students to
develop an awareness of the importance of
verbal and non-verbal communication skills.
Yet another successful visit and our thanks
once again to Gillybeans and the staff for
making us feel so welcome.
The new Year 12’s arrived
looking ready to grab all
opportunities by the horns!
This is what I was faced with at the start of the Welsh Baccalaureate
induction day. Yet again, the year group proved to be positive and forward
looking. They were really keen to listen to and understand the huge
advantages that this qualification brings. They made an immediate start on
some of their qualifications including Problem Solving, Working with others
and improving own learning and performance. “I’m sure that their
understanding of the course, its purpose and its credibility in both the
workplace and learning institutions is now thorough,” said Miss Carr, leader
of learning for Welsh Baccalaureate. They have a firm grasp of the
requirements and I’ve no doubt that we’ll see a huge percentage pass the
course. Good luck Year 12—Enjoy the course!

WBQ Induction Day

As part of their WBQ learning,
Year 12 have been invited to
attend a conservation day at Dow Corning nature reserve. This always proves
to be a popular event as it not only helps with conservation but it also earns
students hours towards their community participation section of the WBQ
award. I’m sure we’ll have some great photos in the next edition of the
newsletter.

Conservation Day

Thank you to the Vale
Volunteer
Bureau
for
supporting our WBQ programme. They came to assist us in securing
community participation placements for our yr 12 students. The event was a
huge success with many students signing up to commit themselves to
assisting in the community. This also helps them with their problem solving
skills because they have to document the steps they take in order to secure a
placement. Well done yr 12. You’re providing a very valuable service whilst
networking and creating contacts. Your CVs will look great!

Community Participation

Sport Champions for 2014
Llantwit Major School Sports Presentation with Special Guests –
Welsh international Shot Putter – Ryan Spencer Jones
Welsh International Netballer - Rosie Pretorius
On 18 September a very dedicated and committed group of young athletes were
invited to attend Llantwit Major School’s annual sports presentation.

All pupils who had taken part in a school team in the previous academic year were
invited to receive an award for all their hard work and endeavour. In addition, the
PE department nominated athletes to receive a special award. Some of these
awards have been presented to athletes in the school for the last 30 years and
there have been some very prestigious winners during that time.
Llantwit School were very honoured to welcome Welsh Commonwealth Athlete
Ryan Spencer Jones and Welsh netballer Rosie Pretorius to present the awards to
the winners. Having such inspiring guests made the evening even more special and
we were grateful to them for giving up time from their busy schedules to attend
our evening.
The PE department would like to congratulate all pupils who take part in an
individual or team sport for Llantwit Major School and encourage them to
continue training and playing to be the best they can be.
Want to know more about the schools PE success? Follow the department on
twitter @LlantwitPE #Teamllantwit

Sport Champions for 2014
Yr. 8

Yr. 9

Yr. 10

Yr. 11

Senior

Rugby

Ben Reilly

Rhys Roberts

Declan Ellis

Sam Palmer

Cory Campbell

Football

Dylan Kinson

Luke Birnage

Sam Snaith

Netball

Ellie Mae
Williams

Millie Wiggins

Bethany Barrell
& Chloe
Holehouse

Nia Rees

Carri-Ann O’Toole

Athletics

Zak Williams/
Nathan Pownall

Connor Treadgold

Matthew Fry

Matthew Cottington

Richard
Dangerfield

Athletics Girls

Katie Taylor

Alisha Hayes

Nichol Jones

Sophie Doogue

Ruth May &
Ellie May

Gymnastics

Harri Morgan &
Morgan Thomas

Gymnastics
girls

Jessica Fitzpatrick

Lauren
McLoughlin

Cross Country
Girls

Cerys West

Bryony Parkinson

Llewellyn
Brown
Bethan Wride
Hannah Jones

Award Winners—Special Awards
Male Endeavour
Ann Mellor boys Athletics Cup
Ann Mellor Girls Athletics Cup
Leigh Hopkins Trophy
GCSE PE Award
AS Level Award
A2 Level Award
BTEC YR 10 Award
Junior Girls Sports Personality
Senior Girls Sports Personality
Junior Boys Sports Personality
Senior Boys Sports Personality

– Alex Parry
– Matthew Cottington
– Erin Hayes
- Richard Dangerfield
– Richard Dangerfield
– Erin Hayes
– Rhys Richards
– Sam Palmer
– Hannah Jones
– Erin Hayes
– Luke Beattie
– Richard Dangerfield

Transition ‘Scratch!’ Orchestra
performance
On the 25 June, our feeder Primary Schools joined year 7 and 8
students for a very enjoyable day of music making.
The ‘Scratch!’ orchestra rehearsed Blue Triangle and Medieval
Melody in the morning and then performed them to parents and
Llanilltud Fawr Primary School year 6 pupils in the afternoon.
It was lovely to see many new instruments being played for the first
time this year, particularly the ukulele section. The day was hosted by
Jeff Davies – Head of the Cardiff County and Vale of Glamorgan
Music Service. In addition to the orchestra, the audience were
entertained by the Junior Choir performing ‘Safe and Sound’ and Jack
Wilkinson performing ‘Let Her Go’ on the piano. We look forward to
performing with the ‘Scratch!’ orchestra again in 2015.

LLANTWIT HONOUR ACADEMIC
ACHIEVERS 2014
Llantwit Major School recently held our annual awards evening where guest of honour
Mr Andrew Clark, Manager, Principality Building Society, Llantwit Major commended
pupils who have made a special contribution to school life. Pupils were awarded in
all subjects at all stages. In addition, extra awards were presented for other
achievements including services to the community and best GCSE and A Level results.
ART
KS3 Caitlin Dolman
KS4 Chloe Roberts (Applied Art & Photography)
KS5 Charlotte Forrest (Michael Grist Award)
Presented by Mr S Thomas
BUSINESS STUDIES
KS4 Sarah Smith
KS5 Lorna Colwill (ASW Salver)
Presented by Mrs L Gallo
DRAMA
KS3 Caitlin Dolman & Ryan Taylor
KS4 Alice Satherley-Thomas & Holly Howles
KS5 Callum Jones
Presented by Miss N Stewart
ENGLISH
KS3 Thomas Colgan
KS4 Kathryn Llewellyn, Anna Newcomb &
Tamara Pitt
KS5 Callum Reed-Spargo & Charlie Parsons
Presented by Mrs C Pearson
GEOGRAPHY
KS3 Lydia Sanderson
KS4 Kierney O’Dare
KS5 Sophie Jonas
(Adrian Johanson-Brown Memorial Trophy)
Presented by Mrs J Jones
HISTORY
KS3 Nicol Jones
KS4 Chelsea Dawes & Shannon Lynch
KS5 Callum Nixon
Presented by Dr J M Alter

HOME ECONOMICS
KS4 Sarah Smith & Anna Newcomb
(Christine Griffiths Award for excellent achievement in GCSE Home Economics)
KS5 Rhys Richards & Aime Parsons
Tom Birkin & Chelsea Dawes
Thomas Jones Memorial Award for Catering
Presented by Miss R Newbrook
IT
KS3 Jenna Gillespie
KS4 Kyle Burch
KS5 Matthew Sparshott
Presented by Mr M J Bell
MATHS
KS3 Llewelyn Brown
KS4 Melissa Gray
KS5 Bethan Davies & Olivia Holt
Presented by Mrs M A Martin
MFL
KS3 Nell Roberts
Presented by Ms M Scantlebury
KS4 Tom Birkin
Presented by Miss T Rees
KS5 Chloe Hopkins
Presented by Ms M Scantlebury
MUSIC
KS3 Thomas Colgan & Rhys Richards
KS4 Sa’Ra Beleznay
KS5 Rosey D’Allenger Powell
Lorna Hughes Memorial Award for Most Promising
Student
Bethan Davies (Tal Morgan Award)
Presented by Miss E Brown

PE
Llewelyn Brown
A J Brown Key Stage 3 Award for Excellent
Achievement in PE
KS4 Ruth May
KS5 Erin Hayes
Presented by Mr J Patterson

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Luke James
Presented by Mrs J Rosser

RS
KS3 Mared Roberts
KS4 Georgia Farman
KS5 Charlotte English
Presented by Mrs S Griffiths

BARCLAYS BANK SERVICE TO SCHOOL
Head Boy
Charlie Parsons
Presented by Mrs K Winstone-Cooper

SOCIAL SCIENCE
KS4 Sebastian Lewis (Sociology)
KS5 Jane Mc Kenna (Sociology)
KS5 Charlotte English
(Psychology)
Presented by Mrs R Brotherton
SCIENCE
KS3 Ben Burrows & Bethany Barrell
KS4 Richard Dangerfield & Kierney O’Dare
KS5 Callum Nixon, Daniel Irving & Emily Steen
(Rowena Bowen Award for Science)
Presented by Mrs P Birt
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
KS3 Mared Roberts (Terry Martin Award)
KS4 Laura Clancy
YR13 Charlotte Forrest (Jack and Jessie
George Salver)
Presented by Mr A Stephens
WELSH
KS3 Nia Kendrick
KS4 Shannon Thomas
Presented by Mr D Harries
WELSH BACCALAUREATE
KS5 Charlotte Forrest
Presented by Ms R F Carr
VOCATIONAL AWARDS & EXTRA AWARDS
KS4 Chloe Hopkins (Health & Social Care)
Presented by Miss R Newbrook
(Kay Welsh Award for Vocational Work)
GILLIAN BURNETT MEMORIAL BOWL
For Work Experience
Adam Mackeprang & Connor Beattie
Presented by Mrs L Gallo

THE JOHN SMITH ENDEAVOUR CUP
James Hilditch
Presented by Mr D Davies

HALLIGAN SERVICE AWARD
Head Girl
Bethan Davies
Presented by Mrs K Winstone-Cooper
J Ll THOMAS AWARD FOR SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT
Richard Dangerfield
Presented by Mr K Francis
PRINCIPALITY ENDEAVOUR AWARD FOR ENGLISH
Scott McMillan
Presented by Mrs C Pearson
PRINCIPALITY ENDEAVOUR AWARD FOR MATHS
Rhian Jones
Presented by Mrs M Martin
RHYD-Y-CEIRW AWARD
For best GCSE results by a male student
Richard Dangerfield
Presented by Mrs E Denscombe
RAF ST ATHAN SALVER
For best GCSE results by a female student
Kathryn Llewellyn & Anna Newcomb
Presented by Mrs E Denscombe
PERCY SMITH SALVER
For best A Level results by a male student
Callum Nixon & Morgan Barrett
Presented by Mrs K Winstone-Cooper
PHILLIP JONES SALVER
For best A Level results by a female student
Helena Snuggs
Presented by Mrs K Winstone-Cooper

Photographs courtesy of
Colorfoto

Art Department News
Adran Gelf Newyddion
At the end of the Summer term the Art Department hosted an
exhibition evening.
Pupils who have recently completed their AS and A level Art
and Design studies showcased their exceptional work and
talents. Parents, staff and past pupils were present to
celebrate their success. This year the work has been very
diverse and a range of media and themes have been used. As
always the pupils have really made us proud with their level
of commitment and motivation for our subject. We will really
miss our year 13 pupils and wish them all the best in their
future career choices.

Art Department News
Adran Gelf Newyddion

Sunny Sorrento!
What a wonderful end to the school term! The Geography department
and 40 students jetted off to Italy in July. We stayed in a magnificent
classical style hotel in the heart of Sorrento town, which was our base
for many exciting excursions around this beautiful coastline.
We climbed to the top of the impressive Mount Vesuvius and peered into
the crater of the volcano. We experienced first-hand the strong smell
of sulphur and plumes of steam! Pupils were able to see the remnants of
many previous eruptions, as well as taking in the breathtaking views
over Naples Bay.
No trip to Sorrento would be complete without a visit to Pompeii! We
were all stunned by new excavations which have taken place this year,
revealing casts of the Romans who lived there before the eruption of
79AD. We were able to wander freely around the villas, baths and
homes belonging to this civilised population.

We also took a boat trip over to the island of Capri where we saw the
famous Blue Grotto caves and stunning coastal landforms. We even had
time for some sightseeing and shopping around the exclusive boutiques,
including a visit to a lemon perfume factory!
In addition to these excursions, pupils agreed on many other highlights
of the trip. These included; swimming in the hotel pool overlooking
Mount Vesuvius, paddling in the sea, sampling the local cuisine and
enjoying the company of their friends. The ice-cream was pretty
amazing too!
We will be running this trip again next year. Please speak to the
Geography department if you are interested.

News from the RS Department
During the summer term approximately 12 year 8&9 pupils visited
primary schools to promote RS to year 6 groups. Here is an account
of their visit in their own words.
We (Calum Robinson, Nia Kendrick and Caitlin Dolman – Year 9), along
with a group of Year 8 pupils (Bethan Williams, Isabel Richards, Emily
Squance, Mared Roberts, Megan Murray, Freya Paul) visited some local
primary schools (Llanilltud Fawr, St.Illtyds, Saint Athan, Eagleswell,
Rhws, Wick) to talk to them about the expectations of Religious Studies
in Llantwit Major School.
Both groups planned a 15
minute PowerPoint
presentation which we
all presented to the year
6 pupils of all of the
schools after several
days of planning during
our lunch times.
All of the children were
enthusiastic and asked
many questions, not only
about religious studies,
but about what the school is like. We cleared many of the common
misconceptions such as ‘R.S is only for girls’. We also asked questions
and made a quiz to test the pupils’ R.S knowledge. The year 8 group also
had to give an assembly to Years 4, 5 and 6 pupils in Rhws Primary.
The pupils enjoyed finding out about what we learn in our R.S lessons,
especially when we talked about the current football incidents including
Luis Suarez. They also came up with some great ideas about why Suarez
should or shouldn’t be able to play football anymore. The pupils also
enjoyed finding out about the different ways in which we learn and that
we are able to answer back to our teachers when having a debate. They
also enjoyed finding out which celebrities follow a religion. They took
part in a quiz and they were very pleased to find out that the majority of
them got the answers to the questions correct!

News from the RS Department
Year 8 Quotes:
Isabel: “I think that the
Year 6’s enjoyed the
interactive aspects of the
PowerPoint: I think it all
went well!”
Emily: “In my opinion, the
presentation was a huge
success. The Year 6’s really
seemed to enjoy every
second and I can definitely
tell that they are looking
forward to participating in
RS lessons in the future.”
Freya: “It was a very enjoyable experience and I believe that the year
6s are very excited to take RS in Llantwit Major School.”
Megan: “I really liked doing the presentation, but what I really
enjoyed was going round all of the different primary schools. It
brought back a lot of old memories and also created some new ones.
We were all very pleased with how well the year 6’s behaved and even
though some were a bit shy, we still got a lot of questions and answers
from them which was great”
Mared: “It was an enjoyable trip around all the Primary Schools and I
have to say I am very proud of all the students we saw on how well
behaved they were whilst we were presenting. It was fascinating to
see how the primary schools differed from our own previous school
and I have to say how lovely the schools in our area are. I am
confident that the future for all the students we saw in RS will be
bright.”
Year 6 Quotes:
‘I never knew RS was that interesting!’
‘The trips sound amazing.’
‘I thought RS lessons would be boring.’
‘I’m looking forward to RS lessons in September.’
‘The presentation was professional.’
‘I liked guessing which of my favourite pop stars belonged to which
religion.’
‘The topics sound fun.’

NATO comes to School
The school was recently visited by delegates from the Prime Minister’s
Office. Some of our pupils from forces families were asked to share their thoughts
and feelings about the challenges that military life can present. The school was
chosen because of the work that the cluster has done over the last few years with
funding from the Ministry of Defence Education Support Fund.
Over the years examples of work include:
emotional support for service children;
literacy and numeracy programmes;
developing communication between
schools, parents and MOD;
induction
support; deployment sacks in primary
school. The funding helps the school to
support the unique challenges children
with parents in the armed forces can often
face.
Michaela Coplen (age 17) and Grace Franklin (age 8) led a poetry workshop for our
pupils as award winners of projects that had helped military children to explore
and share their feelings. The workshop findings were fed back directly to the
Prime Minister as part of the NATO conference and he tweeted a response!
The pupils were highly commended by our visitors and we hope to be able to print
some of their completed poetry soon.
Funding success from Ministry of Defence
The school is delighted to have received over £100,000 grant from the MOD Education support
fund to extend work that has been carried out in the cluster over the past 2 years. So far funding
has been used to support pupils from forces families in our cluster Primary schools during the
first year, and to support pupils in Primary and Secondary in the second year.
LSA support has been provided to assist pupils with literacy and numeracy, with subject catch
up, and to support service pupils pastorally if, for example, they have needed help at times of
deployment and posting.
This year the project is being developed to extend links with parents, and to support more able
pupils to reach their potential. There will be many programmes continuing to run in school
including mentoring, catch up help, support with subjects, parental information sessions,
leadership courses, and expedition opportunities.
If you have any questions about this provision please contact Mrs Ashton, Partnership Manager at
the school. We have also written to all parents/guardians that are recorded as forces families*
with more information. If you think that your name is not on our records, please let us know.
*The definition adopted in Wales currently includes a parent/guardian who has served in the last
5 years.

Redeployment by Michaela Coplen, 18
Carlisle High School, Carlisle, Pennsylvania
For my mother, on the occasion of her military retirement
The plane’s wheels kiss the tarmac and hesitate,
pulling back achingly before pressing themselves
against it again, sighing with an almost-shudder when
the landing gear bows under the weight of a thousand
anxious stares (their eyes focused, squinting from where
they were told to stand, practicing patience with the wringing
and unwringing of hands and the quiet urgency of prayer,
their lungs wanting air in the five-minute forever of before),
then the plane stops, and the door opens wide, revealing
the sudden relief of the sound of soldiers stepping outside
as one by one, then all at once, they march toward the gate
(where a little girl waits, lurching from left to right, trying
to catch sight of her soldier through the crowd, standing on her
father’s shoulders to get a better view), and everyone searches
through the glaring light of noon for their own familiar
faces, all maintaining ranks until finally one lunges to embrace
his son—then the whole group runs together, moving
in slow motion through the loudness of banners and cheers—
and she appears, now striding by herself across
the seemingly endless divide, but pausing in the process,
inexplicably turning aside for one final look at the plane that
delivered her here, back to the children she loves with her life
and the country she loves like a child, before pivoting around
with a smile and floating, uninhibited, into the open arms of
home.

Home
I know my name belongs to
me, I know this to be true
I know I’m wife, friend,
Mother, to you, you, you, and
you.
I know for the most part I’m
strong. Sturdy, refusing to
sway.
Most importantly when my
husband, my best friend, my
soldier is away.
I know when the bag appears,
big, fusty and green,
That it’s a first sign of
departure, as yet refused to
be seen.
I know that in the long,
empty hours, after our
soldier departs
I’m healing not just mine, but
3 other broken hearts.
I know that ordinarily, I am
able to cope, but when 3
emergencies arise, there’s a
quick loss of hope.
Surgery, rugby practice, dinner to feed. I know when that
happens our soldier, home,
we need.
In time, with patience I know
it passes, all fear goes away
I know that this happens, as
we’ve seen you today.

M i c ha e la Co p le n is a 17 ye a r o ld st u d en t fro m C a rlisle , P e n n sylva n i a wh o wa s
r e ce n t ly o n e o f five st u d en t s rec o gn i ze d a t t he Whi te Ho u se b y Mi ch e lle Ob a ma
a s a N a ti o na l St u de n t Po e t!
M i c ha e la Co p le n i s t h e d a u gh t e r o f two Army
p a r en t s. She e xpla i n ed t ha t she wa s a n
“Ar my b r a t , ” ( a n Ame ric a n te rm) wh i ch
me a nt a lo t o f mo vi n g fro m p la ce t o p la c e.
Though
these
transitions
were
often
d i ffic u lt , t he y a llo we d he r th e o p po rt un i ty
t o e xp e ri en c e li fe i n a n u mbe r o f cu lt u re s.
Sh e b e li e ve s t ha t t hi s e xp e rien c e ha s
p r o fo un d ly a ffec te d h er
p oe t ry.
Ha vi n g
a r my p a re n t s a lso le d Mi ch ae la to b e co me
h i gh ly d i sc i p lin e d. Sh e sa i d t h at t his a lwa y s
d r i ve s h e r t o i mp ro ve h e r c ra ft a n d keep
wr i t i n g po e tr y.

Parent/Pupil Information
Gwybodaeth Rhieni/Disgyblion
Links with MOD ST Athan
We are working closely with Captain Dave Matthews, Welfare
Officer at MOD St Athan and Lisa Gostling, HIVE Information Support
Officer to discuss opportunities and plans we have to support families
and pupils in the cluster. This work has been developing from our
cluster Primary schools and through to 6th form level for the past 3
years.
We will share ideas with the MOD and will welcome any feedback,
comments, suggestions and requests you would like to make through
the school or via the MOD in order that we can fully support our pupils
to help them to reach their potential.
Information about parents taking photos or videos of school events/
activities.
Please be reminded, as per our safeguarding policy that:

Parents/carers can only record photographic or digital images of
children in school based activities i.e. school concerts, with the
permission of the Headteacher. School will never condone the posting
of children’s/young people’s images on the internet or social
networking sites. The school cannot control the use of such images
taken by parents/carers after school events, and therefore could not
assure other parents/carers of the appropriateness of that use.

Bag 2 School
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our
appeal last year. Our last collection in July
amounted to a £65 payment to the school.
Collection dates this year:
Wednesday 28 January 2015
Tuesday 7 July 2015
Please save your unwanted clothes, bags,
shoes and soft toys and bring them to the
school either in a ‘Bag 2 School’ bag or any
plastic bag. Bags can be brought in to the
school’s main office anytime in the week
before collection.

Labelling School
Uniform
In order that clothing can be
returned to your son/daughter
as quickly as possible, please
ensure all items are labelled.
All pupils are told to check at
the main office if they have lost
any personal effects.

WHAT’S ON THIS TERM?
Week
1/2

Date Time

Audience

EVENT

W/B 13/10 - 1

15 Oct

6 pm

PTA

PTA Meeting

W/B 20/10 - 2

23 Oct

6-7 pm

Yrs 7,8,9

Positively Mad for pupils and parents

27-31
Oct

All

Half Term

W/B 10/11 - 2

14 Nov

All

Inset Day 2

W/B 17/11 - 1

17 Nov

All

Inset Day 3

19 Nov

Year 7

Intra-nasal flu vaccine – Year 7

W/B 3/11 - 1

20 Nov

4-6.30 pm

Year 11

Year 11 Parents Evening

W/B 24/11 - 2

27 Nov

4-6.30 pm

Year 7

Year 7 Parents Evening

W/B 1/12 - 1

3 Dec

All

GCSE/AS level performance evening

Form Groups

5 Dec

W/B 8/12 - 2

5 Dec

All

Christmas Hamper Competition – final time for forms to present hampers
Alternative timetable – PSHE

8 Dec

Year 9

Year 9 Exams Fortnight

9 Dec
W/B 15/12 - 1

P3

7 pm

Carol Concert at St Illtyds Church

10 Dec

11am-1pm

Senior Citizens Tea Party & presentation of hampers

15-19
Dec
19 Dec

Year 11

Mock Examinations (Not English & Maths)

All

Last day of term

22Dec2Jan

All

Christmas Holiday

Many thanks to our Year
6-7
Passport award
sponsors, Cardiff Airport
who have contributed to
the programme for the
past 4 years.

Calling all Actors, Dancers, Musicians
and Singers:
Auditions for the 2015 Llantwit Major School
Production of Fame will be held in the
Drama studio from 3:10pm to 4:30pm every
Wednesday until half term.
Please see Mrs Stewart if you would like to
be involved.

Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, CF61 1TQ
Tel: 01446 793301; llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
www.llantwitschool.org.uk; @LlantwitMajorSc

