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AS/A2 Level 2013— Year 12 and 13 pupils 

were delighted with another successful year’s A 
Level results. The vast majority of Year 13 pupils 
achieved places on their chosen courses in their 
first choice universities. 
 
At A2 level 81% of pupils achieved A-C equivalent 
in 2 or more A level qualifications, with 26% of 
those being A*-A.  This is a fantastic         
achievement for the cohort and represents an 
improvement of 14% over the 2012 results. 
Equally impressive is the fact that 97% of pupils 
achieved a pass in the Welsh  Baccalaureate 
Qualification. 
 
Top performers at A2 level were:- 
Tom Parker, Megan Davies, Chris Hartley, Sophie Johnson, Matthew Jones, Aimee Latham, Laura 
Smith, Jessica Tidley 
At AS Level:- Bethan Davies, Olivia Holt, Callum Nixon, Charlie Parsons, Helena Snuggs 
 

GCSE 2013— At GCSE, students produced outstanding results with the number of students        

obtaining 5 or more GCSE's at grades A*-C rising dramatically by 14% to 89%.  
 
Students performed exceptionally well across a 
broad range of subjects but perhaps most     
notable were performances in this year's      
Science examinations where 98% of students 
obtained A*-C grades; a set of results that we 
as a school are confident will make the GCSE 
Science results one of the best of any school in 
Wales for the second successive year. 
 
The Head stated 'as a school we can             
confidently expect to see the successes       
outlined above continue to improve. I say this 
not only as a result of the feedback that I     
receive from staff at the school, but also on 
the basis of the outstanding performance of 
last year's Year 9 cohort at the end of the KS3 

section of their education. Their performance was ranked in the top 25% of similar schools in the 
vast majority of subjects that they studied and was, in the case of all subjects, assessed significant-
ly above the average performance, seen both across the Vale of Glamorgan and across Wales'. 

Students Rewarded for Commitment 

http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp


MORE EXAMINATION 

CELEBRATIONS! 

 



Llantwit Pupils prepare for the  

Festive Season 

Nadolig Llawen                 

 Over the coming weeks form groups will be busy assembling gift  
Hampers.  These hampers will then be presented to Llantwit Major 

Senior Citizens  on Wednesday 11 December when the school will host 
a Christmas tea party   

 

 

Christmas 
Fete 

Saturday 
7 December 
10am—12 pm    

hosted by WBQ  
students 

Carol Concert 
St Illtyd’s 
Church 

10 December 
@ 7.00 pm 

 
KS3 Xmas Disco 

Thursday  
12 December  

6-8 pm 



 

Thank you to all those parents who have 
signed up to Parentmail.  I hope you are 
finding it as beneficial as we are.   
 
If you have not yet signed up, please   
contact the school on 01446 793301 to  
obtain your child’s personalised code.  We can  
also assist you in the process should you wish. 
 
ParentMail is our new home/school online  
communication system which provides a reliable 
method of ensuring that you receive information 
sent out by us, within minutes of us sending it!   
 

 No more trawling the bottom of your child’s 
school bag! 

 No need to ask what happened to 'that note'! 

 No more missed Parent's Evenings or other   
important events! 

  
In addition, future benefits will include the facility to pay for 
school trips and events on line, giving you the facility to be 
able to monitor how much has been paid and eliminate any   
discrepancies.  ParentMail is FREE to parents, and your name 
and email address is all that is required to register and get 
started.  They guarantee to keep your details private.    
ParentMail is advert and spam free!     
 
Please register as soon as possible by visiting the  
ParentMail2 website and entering the personalised code     

highlighted on your letter.  https://www.parentmail2.co.uk 

 

http://www.parentmail.co.uk/
https://www.parentmail.co.uk/products.html
https://www.parentmail.co.uk/products.html
https://www.parentmail.co.uk/products.html


Parent/Pupil Information 

Gwybodaeth Rhieni/Disgyblion 

Come & Join us at…. 
OWN ZONE - After School Club 

for Years 6/7/8/9 
 Mon-Thurs 3.00 pm-4.30 pm  

 

 

Activities include: 

   Listening to music 

   Reading magazines 

   Access to computers 

   Quiet area for homework 

   Jewellery making/crafts 

   Outdoor Activity/sports 

  

Bag 2 School 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
Bag 2 School appeal last year.   
 
Out last collection amounted to an £85 payment 
to the school.   
 
Collection dates for this year are Wednesday 29 January (am) 
and Wednesday 9 July (am). 
 
Please save your unwanted clothes, bags, shoes and soft toys 
and bring them to the school either in a ‘Bag 2 School’ bag or 
any plastic bag.   
 
Bags can be brought in to the school’s main office anytime in 
the week before collection.   

http://www.bag2school.com/u/k/


Parents/carers can only record photographic or digital images 
of children in school based activities ie school concerts, with 
the permission of the Headteacher.   
 
The School will never condone the posting of children’s/young 
people’s images on the internet or social networking sites.  
 
The school cannot control the use of such images taken by 
parents/carers at after school events, and therefore could not 
assure other parents/carers of the appropriateness of that 
use.   

Parent/Pupil Information 

Gwybodaeth Rhieni/Disgyblion 



 
Five years ago the Rotary Club of Llantwit Major, working closely with Llantwit Major            
Comprehensive School and Headteacher  Dr Vince Browne, established within the school an      
Interact Club for fourteen to eighteen year old students.  The club offers a structure for its  
members to provide acts of service in the community.   
 
This year the Interact Club has nearly fifty members who meet weekly and devise plans to raise 
money or provide services for worthy causes in the community.  Local Rotary Club member, Past 
District Governor Don Carsley, meets with the school club every week to offer advice and        
encouragement.  This year because of the enthusiasm of the school and Interact members the 
club has become the largest Interact Club in the United Kingdom. 
 
Last year a number of club members attended 
the biennial Rotary Peace Conference held at  
Atlantic College and were so impressed that they 
decided to arrange their own Peace Conference 
at the school.  On 17 July 2013 the largest      
Interact Club in the UK also became the first to 
stage a conference with the title of ‘Peace 
throughout the World’ which was held at the 
school. 
 
 
 
The programme was introduced by Interact President Zoe Roberts and Vice President Glen 
O’Leary.  Speakers in the morning included Chiel Mooij, from Holland, who is Head of Peace and 
Conflict Studies at Atlantic College and Phil Hibbert the local Bethal Baptist minister originally 
from South Africa.  
 
In the afternoon the conference was addressed by Barrie Phillips from the organisation Getting on 
Together (GOT) and the recently elected new Police Commissioner for South East Wales, Alun  
Michael.  Interact members James Williams and Alice Peters sang and others performed a short 
dramatic piece about young people deciding not to take part in violent acts.  This effective    
drama was coordinated by the incoming new Interact President, Elly Jennings. 
 
At the end of the Conference Rotary District Governor David Curtis and Llantwit Major Club    
President Christine James presented Conference organisers Zoe Roberts and Glen O’Leary with a 
certificate of achievement signed by the President of Rotary International.  In turn the students 
presented their Headmaster with a symbolic olive tree.   

 
Dr Browne said that he was very proud of 
what the Interact members had achieved 
in mounting such a successful day.   
 
The olive tree would be planted within the 
school grounds as a sign of peace and as a 
tangible reminder of the school’s first 
Peace Conference. 

 

Llantwit Major Interact Club’s  

first Peace Conference 



On Monday 7 October 25 lucky year 7 pupils from Llantwit Major school were   
given the amazing opportunity to join an extremely select group of human       
beings, which at present only includes the Queen,  John F Kennedy and a small 
handful of astronauts, in having their ideas launched to the moon.  
 
 
The project, set up in 
partnership with the    
International Space 
School Educational Trust 
and the local joint       
education service, will 
be launching the       
messages of 250 pupils 
from South Wales on 
NASA’s Sun Jammer    
Mission in 2014.  
 
 
 
 
To complete their ‘messages to the moon’ students were invited to a one day 
conference at Cardiff City’s stadium where they had the opportunity to listen to a 
lecture delivered by British born NASA astronaut Michael Foale before spending 

an hour devising the     
messages they wished to 
send into space.  
 
 
 
 
Pupils composed a variety 
of excellent messages and 
are now eagerly awaiting 
confirmation next year that 
their messages will be 
winging their way into 
space.  
 

Pupils send messages to the moon! 



 Year 11 Health and Social care group  

re-visit Gillybeans local nursery 

Yr 11s health and social care group were adamant that they wanted to return to       
Gillybeans after the success of their first visit.  So off we went in July and spent a fun 
filled morning with the toddlers.   
 
The health and social care girls 
had an agenda though and that 
was to examine the diversity of 
the group as well as the         
communication tools that were 
used.  This proved to be a       
productive visit as the girls spent 
time learning through play.  The 
children at the nursery enjoyed it 
too! The girls identified the many 
ways that staff can promote      
diversity and avoid stereotyping 
as they examined the wall        
displays, noted the language that 
was used and the toys that the 
children played with.   
 
We returned to school armed with evidence for their portfolios, bringing their work 
alive with real examples of issues that were identified during this visit.  A very big thank 
you goes to the staff at Gillybeans for allowing us to visit again. 

We recently invited Louise David, Age Equality officer into one of our lessons.  The aim 
was to identify areas where people are stereotyped through age alongside other factors 
such as race, religion and disability.  

 
We discussed this sensitive area 
and learned that both the elderly 
and the young suffer from age 
discrimination.   
 
This allowed us to add a great 
deal of information to our studies 
and the students could clearly 
see how the effects of prejudice 
and discrimination can have 
sometimes devastating effects on 
the people concerned. 
 

Many thanks to Louise for coming 

to see us. 



PE Department News 

Newyddion Yr Adran Addysg Gorfforol 

 

LLANTWIT MAJOR SCHOOL GETS GOLD STAR FOR PE 
Llantwit Major School has finished top of the class after their work in PE received 
a glowing report. 
 
Sport Wales and the Association for Physical Education (afPE) are championing 
schools which recognise the importance of PE. 
 
All schools can apply for ActiveMark Cymru and, this year, 38 schools from across 
Wales have sailed through. 
 
ActiveMark Cymru endorses schools that are committed to developing high    
quality physical education and school sport and for promoting the benefits of 
physical activity. Chair of Sport Wales, Professor Laura McAllister, said: "We      
believe that schools play an essential role in building a Wales in which children 
are hooked on sport for life.  
 
“It is important that young people have positive early experiences of sport and 
physical activity that build a foundation for lifelong involvement in sport. This 
award recognises those schools that are giving our children an excellent start.”  
 
Dr Vince Browne, Headteacher said: “I am immensely proud of the work that 
both the staff and students at Llantwit Major School produce on a daily basis and 
I am, therefore, delighted that the outstanding efforts of our PE department 
have been recognised with the presentation of this very prestigious award”.  
 
A spokesperson for the Association for Physical Education said: “There is strong 
evidence that children who receive high quality physical education within       
curriculum time, build a firm basis for future participation and achievement; and 
also do better in the rest of their schooling.” 
 
Sue Wilkinson, Strategic Lead for the Association for Physical Education         
commented: “It is good to see that schools which make high quality provision for 
physical education also report higher achievement across the school, in other 
subjects, but also in behaviour, attendance and retention.  The ActiveMark award 
recognises this vital contribution to school life and children’s education.  Physical 
education in schools is a great investment!” 



 PE Department News 

Newyddion Yr Adran Addysg Gorfforol 

Congratulations to Sam Snaith who was successful in his   
recent trial and has been signed by Newport County to play 
for the U14 Elite Academy team. 
 
Sam will play in the Junior Premier league against other 
professional and semi-professional  academy teams from a 
wide region, travelling as far as Birmingham and Oxford. 
 
Sam has already played in a pre-season  friendly for     
Newport against Hereford United, in which Newport won    
4-1, with Sam scoring his first goal and providing 2 assists.  
Well done Sam! 
 
 

The YR 9 Netball Squad enjoyed a weekend of Netball 

and Outdoor activities at the JCA camp in Shrewsbury. On 
the Friday evening after supper they had a wide choice of       
activities to choose from. The camp fire, laser room and 
caving were popular. On the Saturday they had a morning of 
more outdoor activities which included a ropes course, 
climbing wall, abseiling, zorbing 
and archery.  
 
The afternoon saw the start of the 
netball tournament, the A Team  
easily won their first game and the 
B team only lost by three goals. The 
girls were starting to feel confident 
when disaster struck.    

 
In the second game Rachel Reilly injured her shoulder which 
resulted in a visit to A & E, followed closely by Bethany    
Barrell who fractured her wrist.  With two pupils out of the 
squad it meant that all the girls had to pull together and play 
wherever needed. They did this admirably and all supported 
each other. One team went on to win the plate tournament 
but it was definitely the whole squad that were the winners.  
 
All the girls thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and I am sure 
they will be keen to go again next year. 



Sport Champions for 2013 

       

Llantwit Major School Sports Presentation with Special Guests –      
Welsh Rugby Union Development Officer – Christian Pitt 

Welsh National Development Manager Rugby League - Mark Jones 

On the 19 September a very dedicated and committed group of young athletes 
were invited to attend Llantwit Major Schools annual sports presentation.  
All pupils who had taken part in a school team in the previous academic year were 
invited to receive an award for all of their hard work and endeavour. At the end of 
the evening the PE department nominated athletes to receive a special award. 
Some of these awards have been presented to athletes in the school for the last 30 
years and there have been some very prestigious winners in that time. 
Llantwit School were very honoured to have WRU Developments Officer Christian 
Pitt and the Welsh National Development Manager of rugby league Mark Jones to 
present the awards to the winners. Having such inspiring guests made the evening 
even more special and we appreciate them giving up time from their busy      
schedules to attend our evening. 
Lastly the PE department would like to congratulate all pupils who take part in an 
individual or team sports for Llantwit Major School and encourage them to        
continue training and playing to be the best they can be. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sport Champions for 2013 

Award Winners 

 

Special Awards 
Male Endeavour – Michael Dobbins                         
Female Endeavour  - Cari-Ann O’Toole 
Ann Mellor boys Athletics Cup – Charlie Neale 
Ann Mellor Girls Athletics Cup – Erin Hayes  
Leigh Hopkins Trophy     - Richard Dangerfield 
GCSE PE Award – Ellie Atkinson 
AS Level Award – Rhys Richards 
A2 Level Award – Rebecca Bown 
BTEC YR 12 Award – Hannah Hunt  
BTEC YR 10 Award – Ethan Darter & Alex Beechey 
Junior Girls Sports Personality – Sophie Doogue 
Senior Girls Sports Personality – Erin Hayes 
Junior Boys Sports Personality – Alex Parry 
Senior Boys Sports Personality – Ben Owen  
 

                

                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Yr. 8 Yr. 9 Yr. 10 Yr. 11 Senior 

Rugby 

 
Connor Treadgold Luke Beattie Sam Palmer Charlie Neale   

Football Luke Birnage Sam Snaith Cameron Leach 
  

Richard Dangerfield   

Netball Sarah Irving Heather Bowkett Nia Rees Ruth May Hannah Crowe 

Athletics Ben Boyd Ben Boyd Matthew Cottington Charlie Neale   

Athletics Girls Lauren Mcloughlin Camryn Locke Sophie Doogue  Tamara Pitt Erin Hayes 

Basketball   Steffan Bugler Jordon Cooper     

Gymnastics   Llewelyn Brown       

Gymnastics girls Sophie Birkin Ellie Wride Bethan Wride Chelsea Dawes   

Cross Country 

Girls 
Alisha Hayes Hannah Jones     Ellie Atkinson 

Cross Country   Callum Chattoe Alex Parry   Ben Owen 

Dance   Anya Trudgian   
  

    



In June, pupils from our feeder primary schools joined with pupils from year 

7,8 and 9 to take part in an exciting Music Transition event.  

We were very fortunate to secure the services of Mr Jeff Davies, the Head of  

Cardiff County and the Vale of Glamorgan Music Service. He led a workshop 

which involved creating an orchestral group from scratch.  

The group worked extremely hard during the morning and learnt two new pieces. 

In the afternoon, they performed the pieces to an enthusiastic and appreciative 

audience of parents, friends and pupils from Llanilltud Fawr Primary.  

In between the two orchestral pieces, the audience were entertained by        

performances from Jack Wilkinson, Bethany Barrell, Anya Trudgian, Caitlin     

Dolman and Nell Roberts. We look forward to future music making with these  

talented young people. 

Music Transition proves successful! 



 



On the afternoon of Thursday 26 September a laptop was stolen from 
Llantwit Major Comprehensive School and Year 6 pupils from 6 Vale Primary 
schools (Eagleswell, Llanilltud Fawr, Rhws, St Athan, St Illtyd and Wick) 
were called in to investigate. 
 
During the afternoon local Police Officers presented them with a variety of 
evidence including the results of forensic tests and a number of suspects 
were described to them.  Teaching staff were on hand to provide guidance 
on how to assess the evidence, determine who committed the crime and 
write a convincing report. 
 
This Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) Event is one of the ways in which 
Llantwit Major School work with Primary school pupils to smooth the     
transition from Primary to Secondary education. 
 
During the week commencing 7 October 
award ceremonies took place at each of 
the 6 Primary Schools.  The pupils from 
each school who were judged by Llantwit 
Major School to have written the best CSI 
Reports were presented with Gold, Silver 
and Bronze medals by the President of 
Llantwit Major and Cowbridge Lions Club. 
 
Everyone present at the award ceremonies commented on the very high 
standard of the winning reports. 
 
 

 

Lions award medals to Vale pupils who     

solved dastardly crime! 





 

LLANTWIT HONOUR ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVERS 2013 

Llantwit Major School recently held our annual awards evening where guest of honour 
Professor Robin Williams, Fellow of the Royal Society and CBE commended pupils who 
have made a special contribution to school life.  Pupils were awarded in all subjects 
at all stages.  In addition, extra awards were presented for other achievements in-
cluding services to the community and best GCSE and A Level results. 

ART 
KS3   Sam Ball 
KS4   Jemima Westcott 
KS5   Megan Davies (Michael Grist Award) 
Presented by Mr S Thomas 
  
BUSINESS STUDIES 
KS4   Harry Atkinson 
KS5   Chris Hartley & Thomas Greenslade (ASW Salver) 
Presented by Mrs L Gallo  
  
DRAMA 
KS3   Gemma Thomas & Nia Rees 
KS4   Erin Hayes, Rhys Bugler & Lucy Tregidon 
KS5   Elly-Rose Jennings 
Presented by Miss N Stewart 
 
ENGLISH 
KS3   Rhys Gardner 
KS4   Matthew Sanderson 
KS5   Chris Hartley 
Presented by Miss C Howe 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
KS3   Dylan Chattoe 
KS4   Erin Hayes & Hannah Crowe 
KS5   Megan Davies 
(Adrian Johanson-Brown Memorial Trophy) 
Presented by Mrs J Jones 
 
HISTORY 
KS3   Nia Rees 
KS4   Emily Ward 
KS5   Stuart McNicol 
Presented by Dr J M Alter 
 
HOME ECONOMICS 
Molly Matthews  Presented by Mrs C Griffiths 
Christine Griffiths Award for excellent achievement in 
GCSE Home Economics at Key Stage 4 
KS5  Megan Davies     Presented by Mrs C Griffiths 
Amber Bryant-Beattie 
Thomas Jones Memorial Award for Catering 
Presented by Miss R Newbrook   
 
 

 IT    
KS3  Gwennan Davies 
KS4  Lauren Bowkett 
KS5  Lucy Taylor 
Presented by Mr M J Bell 
 
MATHS 
KS3   Kieran Cormican 
KS4   Rhys Bennett 
KS5   Sian Jones 
Presented by Mrs M A Martin 
 
MFL 
KS3   Joseph Hopkins 
Presented by Ms M Scantlebury  
KS4   Lucy Tregidon    
Presented by Miss T Rees 
  
MUSIC 
KS3   Nell Roberts 
KS4   Ryan Chinn 
KS5   Bethan Stoodley 
Georgia Farman & James Cousins 
Lorna Hughes Memorial Award for Most Promising   
Student                   
James Williams  
Tal Morgan Award                     
Presented by Miss E Brown 
  
PE 
Matthew Cottington 
A J Brown Key Stage 3 Award for Excellent  
Achievement in PE  
KS4  Niall Boxhall 
KS5  Emma Worrall 
Presented by Mr J Patterson 
  
RS 
KS3   Cher Whitlock & Nia Thomas 
KS4   Ellie Atkinson & Hannah Crowe 
KS5   Callum Reed-Spargo 
Presented by Mrs M Williams 
   
SOCIAL SCIENCE 
KS4  Luke Waller  (Sociology)                    
KS5  Rebecca Bown (Sociology)     
KS5  Danielle Fowler & Zoe Roberts 
(Psychology)                         
Presented by Mrs R Brotherton 



 

Photographs courtesy of 
Colorfoto— 

More  
photographs overleaf 

SCIENCE 
KS3   Amber Shanahan 
KS4   Hannah Crowe & Matthew Sanderson 
KS5   Jessica Tidley 
(Rowena Bowen Award for Science) 
Presented by Mrs P Birt 
 
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
KS3     Nina Gate         
(Terry Martin Award) 
KS4     Sean Matthews          
YR13  Thomas Parker              
(Jack and Jessie George Salver) 
Presented by Mr A Stephens 
  
WELSH 
KS3   Luke Tebby 
KS4   Erin Hayes  
Presented by Mr D Harries 
  
WELSH BACCALAUREATE  
KS5   Megan Davies  
Presented by Ms R F Carr 
 
VOCATIONAL AWARDS & EXTRA AWARDS 
KS4    Sophie Cox & Ceri Davies 
          (Health & Social Care) 
          Presented by Miss R Newbrook      
(Kay Welsh Award for Vocational Work) 
   
GILLIAN BURNETT MEMORIAL BOWL 
For Work Experience 
Matthew Cleave 
Presented by Mrs L Gallo 
  
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 
Cameron Davies 
Presented by Mr J Patterson 
  
THE JOHN SMITH ENDEAVOUR CUP 
Luke Bateman 
Presented by Mr K Francis 
 
BARCLAYS BANK SERVICE TO SCHOOL 
Head Boy 
Matthew Jones 
Presented by Mrs K Winstone-Cooper 
  
HALLIGAN SERVICE AWARD 
Head Girl 
Laura Smith 
Presented by Mrs K Winstone-Cooper 

J Ll THOMAS AWARD FOR SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Leon Turner 
Presented by Mr K Francis 
 
RHYD-Y-CEIRW AWARD 
For best GCSE results by a male student 
Matthew Sanderson 
Presented by Miss T Rees 
 
RAF ST ATHAN SALVER 
For best GCSE results by a female student 
Hannah Crowe 
Presented by Miss T Rees 
 
PERCY SMITH SALVER 
For best A Level results by a male student 
Thomas Parker 
Presented by Mrs K Winstone-Cooper 
 
PHILLIP JONES SALVER 
For best A Level results by a female student 
Laura Smith & Jessica Tidley 
Presented by Mrs K Winstone-Cooper 



 
 



 



Art Department News 

Adran Gelf Newyddion  

 
 
Congratulations to the 15 Art Club pupils that entered the University Hospital 
Llandough 80th Anniversary School Art Competition.  The pupils were asked to 
create a visually exciting piece of artwork that would make someone in hospital 
smile.  The school is delighted to announce that the pupils have won first prize 
and a representative group have been invited to a special presentation at the 
hospital on 25 October. 
 
Pupils that participated are: 
 
Emily Kells, Kari Morgan, Mared Roberts, Rebecca Nash, Vicky White, Caitlin  
Dolman, Chloe Redmore, Bethan Williams, Carys Davies, Amy Williams, Annecy 
Peters, Charlotte Said, Emily Squance, Lucy Marshall and Shanay Brown. 
 
 



At the end of last term we took our year 10’s on a photography trip to Cardiff 
Bay. As usual Cardiff council were running their annual photography competition 
“The Bay Picture”.    
 
Jessica Lucas cleverly won herself a runner up prize.  She won herself a digital 
camera and a selection of photography books and her photograph is on display in 
both the Norwegian Church and The World of Boats in Cardiff Bay.  It also        
features on the online Flickr image gallery http://www.flickr.com/photos/
visitcardiffbay/ The other pupils that entered were also highly commended.   
 
Then amazingly Jess won her second prize with a different photograph in the 
Keep Wales Tidy Photography competition too!  Jess’s photograph will be featured 
in the Keep Wales Tidy calendar 2014.  Watch this space we may have the next 
Cindy Sherman at our school.  Congratulations Jess, we are all very proud of you. 
 

 

 

 

 

Art Department News 

Adran Gelf Newyddion  

Norwegian Church—Cardiff Bay 

Keep Wales Tidy photograph 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/visitcardiffbay/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/visitcardiffbay/


Our Trip to Krakow  

by Emma Whilding 
Our long awaited trip began in the school car park at 06.00 on 10 July. Our coach journey to 
Bristol airport and flight to Krakow was a pleasant one. Upon arriving in Krakow itself, I noticed 
first how beautiful the city was with its ornate churches and picturesque streets. It felt as if we 
were stepping back in time. 

 
After checking in to our rooms, we set off on a four hour walking tour. We strolled through some 
of the most iconic areas of Krakow such as the castle where Polish royalty get married. The   
castle grounds were so pretty and we caught Mr Thomas taking pictures of himself in the    
courtyard! As we walked through the Jewish quarter of Krakow, we had a moment of reflection 
at a Jewish memorial to the 65 thousand Krakovian Jewish martyrs who perished during the   
Holocaust. This was covered in little stones, a Jewish custom to mark the passing of loved ones. 
Instead of placing flowers at gravestones, little pebbles are used as pebbles, like memories, last 
forever as opposed to flowers that wither and die. After our tour was finished, we were able to 
split off and walk around the beautiful main square with its relaxed atmosphere, quirky shops 
and relaxing areas to sit and people watch.  A lot of us bought souvenirs but I think we were all 
really glad when we finally went to eat at the Hard Rock Café! The food was plentiful and we 
had a chance to reflect upon our first, long day and compare fridge magnets! 

 
The most memorable and special moment of our visit was when we met with Lidia Maksymowicz, 
a Holocaust survivor.  This took place on the second day in the Galicia Jewish Museum after we 
had completed a tour.  
 
Despite needing an interpreter, we were 
all moved greatly whilst listening to Lidia 
recount her experience of being a child 
hostage who had been experimented on 
by Dr Mengala in Auschwitz-Birkenau. I 
felt a mixture of emotions as I listened. I 
was shocked and angry at the fact that 
she  had experienced such torment as an 
innocent child of 3 and 4 years old, but 
also very lucky and grateful at being a 
free citizen with a loving family and safe 
in the knowledge that I would never have 
to undergo such cruelty.  
 
She was such an inspirational person who has dedicated her life to speak out about the Holocaust 
and believes that it is her duty to tell her story to educate as many people as possible and to 
make sure that we do all we can to prevent such evil to ever take place again. It reminded me of 
one of my favourite quotes. "One who does not forget what was, is a master of what is to come." 

 
From the Galicia Museum we took a trip to Auschwitz. Walking under the famous gates- ‘Arbeit 
mact frei’ -I had to wonder if the prisoners brought to Auschwitz and passing under the gates as I 
did truly believed that by working they would be free one day.  
 
Seeing the exhibition allowed me to glimpse the conditions and lives of the prisoners in the 
camps; passing room upon room of shoes and children’s clothes, of hair and personal effects   
really hit home that those stories of people being taken to the camps were not simple stories, 
they were lives who believed that they were truly going to be happier in the camps.  



I think that the gas chambers were one of the more emotional places, aside from the              
reconstructed shooting wall, in the camp. It was cold and musty, but very empty. It wasn’t until 
you took a good look at the walls that you realized what really happened in the small room. The 
scratches left a deep impression on me of desperation. 

 
But mostly it wasn’t Auschwitz that affected me, as 
haunting as it was, but instead was reaching    
Auschwitz II Bierkenau and seeing the iconic railroad 
and brick gates. We all if only for a moment, 
stopped on the tracks on our way towards our tour, 
for different reasons.  Our guide took us through the 
male living quarters and all we had been told, and 
Lidia’s story started to sink in for me, I know this 
was true for a lot of our group. We were taken to 
the female quarters and to see the demolished gas 
chambers that the Nazis had tried to hide at the end 
of the war. But it wasn’t any of those that really  
affected me and opened my eyes to the entire    
reason I decided to join the trip to Krakow. 

When we stood at the ‘selection platform’, where 
prisoners were sorted into the work camps or the gas 
chambers, it struck me just how vast Auschwitz-
Birkenau was. Just how empty yet full the land was 
with memories and demolished buildings. That was 
when I really began to cry. It was thinking of the 
families torn apart on the very spot I stood. Looking 
left and knowing people were sent to work. Looking 
right, knowing people were sent to death. I know for 
me that ‘platform’ will stay with me for my whole 
life. The emotions were strong and distressing, I felt 
immediately awed by those who had survived and 
respectful of those who fell as victims. 

 
At the end of the track, just past their end point is a stone memorial with plaques dedicated to 
those who had spent time in the death camp. On the very end of the track is a simple memorial, 
a thin metal sculpture of a family, covered in more prayer stones. It seemed inadequate at first; 
at the same time you didn’t need anything more extravagant to honour the victims of Birkenau. 

 
To finish the trip was a Polish culture night where 
we were able to relax and laugh off the emotions 
from earlier that evening. We ate delicious polish 
food while we watched the performers dance and 
sing polish songs and dance, pulling students, and  
Mr Thomas, up to join them! It was a really               
entertaining evening and a good way to end our 
amazing trip. 

 
I definitely don’t regret going to the death camps, 
though it was distressing at times I had prepared 
myself for what I would see. I went on the Krakow 
trip because I believe it is my duty- as a part of a 
new generation -to see and remember. It’s opened my eyes and I realize that Lidia was right, the 
Holocaust happened long before I was born; but it affects me and my future. We cannot let it be 
forgotten. The emotions I felt in the camps are not ones I’ll soon forget.  I’m so grateful to Mrs 
Williams and the rest of the RS Department for giving us this life changing opportunity. 

 



RS Year 8 class study Hindu Worship 

 

As part of the Year 8 Unit looking at Hinduism, pupils enjoyed an 

active learning session where they acted out a Puja worship     

ceremony.  

 

Pupils learned about how Puja involves all the 5 senses as they 

saw many special objects and artefacts, smelled the incense, 

tasted the fruit and sweet treats brought as gifts to the gods and 

goddesses, listened to the chanting and music and also touched 

the items as they were put onto the table in preparation. Some 

pupils even got to try on a sari! 

 

Mrs Williams RS 



 

European mock conference  

On the 12 September, two students from year 13 (Charlie Parsons and Callum 
Reed) represented both Llantwit Major and Cyprus as part of the annual ‘European 
mock conference’, which was held in the Cardiff national assembly. 
 
 
Individual schools from all across Wales represented the 28 members 
of the EU, and two motions were given to prepare for and then debate 
about.  
 
 
The first motion was a question that the real EU has debated about for a while 
now, and that was ‘should the EU become a union of states that share one      
monetary and political union?’  
 
 
There were strong arguments for both sides of this debate, with larger countries 
such as Denmark believing a solidified union would damage the 
larger countries, as the smaller countries who were in debt would 
rely on the countries who were not as hard hit by the crisis.  
 
 
Although this was an understandable argument, as Cyprus we were ‘for’ the     
motion. Our reasons for this were we believed that a union that shared the same 
finance would benefit all the countries that were part of it, and not particularly 
‘rely’ on larger countries. Instead, it opens up the possibility to share finances 
amongst 28 countries. In particular, as Cyprus is dealing with a financial crisis and 
is approximately £8 billion in debt, the ability to share finances and rebuild the 
country without the necessity of bailouts from other members was more          
beneficial to Cyprus and consequently all members of the EU. 
 
 
At the end of the heated debate, a vote was held to decide if you were for or 
against the motion. It was good news for Cyprus, as the overall vote came to the 
majority voting ‘for’ the motion. 
 
 
Overall, the day was very fulfilling as it gave students like us, the 
chance to get an understanding of what it was like to be part of 
the EU on a national scale and the day-to-day political problems 
they face. 



Welsh Baccalaureate Induction Day 

We were delighted with the WBQ results once again this year. An outstanding 97% 
pass rate ensured that very many of our students got onto the course of their 
choice. From a survey completed by last year’s Year 13s, 88% of the respondents 
said that they needed their WBQ points to get into university.  We hope they have     
settled in well, are adapting to their new life, enjoying the challenges and building 
on their successes during 6th form. 
 
Once again, the new cohort has a lot to live up to.  We started year 12 with a day 
finding out about life in 6th form and then went straight into the WBQ deep end on 
day 2.   
 
Students worked so well 
during the Induction day 
and started many of their 
essential and wider key 
skills topics. The learning 
environment was charged 
as students swapped ideas, 
collaborated and discussed 
their questions about the 
course.   
 
Levels of motivation were 
high as progress was made 
on their problem solving   
challenges; roles were    
discussed for their working 
with others and enterprise modules.  There was a distinctly Spanish atmosphere in 
the afternoon as the  Improving own learning and language module was launched. 
Students performed well in their baseline testing of Spanish and have embarked on 
a journey to improve their knowledge and understanding of the language. 
 
All in all it was a very productive day and I hope it answered many of the questions 
that were raised by the students.  A big thanks to all the staff who contributed on 
the day – their efforts ensured that it was a great success.  
 
Thank you also to Holly Thomas from the Vale volunteer bureau who came into give 
a talk about the value of volunteering in the community.  This is an essential part 
of the course and I know that many students have been successful in finding their 
community placements already. I think this cohort is going to prove to be a       
success! 
 



Yr 13 Visit to Swansea Museum 

Our year 13s spent a very productive day at the Waterfront museum in Swansea  
during the summer term.   
 
The event focused on many areas of the WBQ programme and supported our     
learning in many ways.  We benefited from a talk about the world’s energy situation 
and the pressures to find alternative sources of sustainable fuel. This proved to be 
quite an eye opener as we began to see how dependent we are on oil and not just 
for heating.  
 
Many students enjoyed exploring the impact that both sport and tourism have had 
on our economy whilst others were more focussed on how the economic and     
technological image of Wales was changing. 
 
The workshop on refugees and asylum seekers prompted debate as we began to     
appreciate how the increasingly diverse nature of our society adds so much culture 
to our way of life.  A great day out for all involved! 
 



Welsh Baccalaureate Progress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re approaching the end of our research in to the developments at St 

Illtyd’s church.  As the opening of the Galilee Chapel draws closer we are          

reminded of the visits that took place.  Students interviewed a number of 

stakeholders including the Reverend Butler, a local councillor, the         

architect and the builders.  

 

We have learned that being part of a community can bring a wonderful 

sense of belonging. When events happen which impact on our           

community we find that through our democratic process all people can 

have a say on the issue. Students were able to see first-hand how the  

Galilee chapel will bring many benefits to Llantwit Major.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates Autumn/Spring/Summer 2013-14 
W/B 4/11 6 Nov 6.00 pm  Positively Mad for Year 10/11 parents 

W/B 18/11  21 Nov 4-6.30 pm Year 11 Year 11 Parents Evening 

W/B 25/11 27 Nov 1-2.30 pm  Yr 7 Parent Settling In afternoon 

W/B 2/12  6 Dec P3 Form 

Groups 
Christmas Hamper Competition – final time for forms to present hampers 

  6 Dec   All Alternative timetable – PSHE 

  7 Dec   Year 12 Christmas Fete 

W/B 9/12  9 Dec   Year 9 Year 9 Exams Fortnight 

  10 Dec 7.00 pm   Carol Concert at St Illtyds Church 

  11 Dec   11am-1pm Senior Citizens Tea Party & presentation of hampers 

 12 Dec  6pm-8pm Christmas Disco 

W/B 16/12 16-20 Dec   Year 11 Mock Examinations 

  20 Dec   All Last day of term 

  23-3 Jan   All Christmas Holiday 

W/B 6/1  6 Jan     January series of exams begin 

  10 Jan   All Inset Day 4 

W/B 13/1  14 Jan   Year 6 Llangranog meeting for Year 6 parents 

  16 Jan   Year 8 girls Second HPV Vaccine 

  16 Jan 4-6.30 pm Year 9 Year 9 Parents Evening 

W/B 27/1  29 Jan 6.00 pm PTA PTA Meeting 

  30 Jan 4-6.30 pm Year 12/13 Year 12/13 Parents Evening 

W/B 3/2  5 Feb 6-8.00 pm Year 11 Year 11 Options Evening 

W/B 17/2  17-21 Feb   Year 10 Work Experience 

  18 Feb All day Year 11 Alternative timetable - Positively Mad revision day + PSHE Enthuse 

  18 Feb 6-8.00 pm Year 9 Year 9 Options Evening 

  18-19 Feb   All Alternative timetable – PSHE Enthuse 

  19-21 Feb   Yr 6 Llangranog Trip 

  24-28 Feb   All Half Term 

W/B 3/3 5 Mar 4-6.30 pm Year 8 Year 8 Parents Evening 

  7 Mar 9-3.00 pm Years 7-8 Eisteddfod 
  

W/B 10/3  13 Mar 4-6.30 pm Year 10 Year 10 Parents Evening 

W/B 17/3   19 Mar 1-3.00 pm Year 7 Passport Presentation 

W/B 24/3  27 Mar 4-6.30 pm Year 7 Year 7 Parents Evening 

  14-25 Apr   All Easter Holiday 

W/B 28/4  28 April-9 

May 
  Year 10 Year 10 exam fortnight 

W/B 5/5 5 May   All May Day Bank Holiday 

  9 May   Year 8 girls Third HPV Vaccine 

W/B 19/5 21 May 6.00 pm PTA PTA Meeting 

  26-30 May   All Half Term 

W/B 2/6  6 Jun     Sports Day (TBC) 

W/B 16/6 16-20 Jun   Year 12 Work Experience 

  16 Jun   Year 8 Years 8 Exams Fortnight 

W/B 30/6  30Jun/1 Jul   All Alternative timetable – PSHE 

  1 Jul   Year 4 Year 4 Transition Day 

  2 Jul 8.30-3.00 pm Year 6 Transition Day  

  2 Jul 6.00 pm Year 6 Transition Day Concert 

W/B 7/7  9 Jul 8.30-3.00 pm Year 5 Transition day 

W/B 14/7   14-18 Jul   All Year 12 Enterprise/Community Week/Welsh Baccalaureate Week 

  18 Jul     Last day of term 
  14 Aug     GCE Results 

  21 Aug     GCSE Results 



The full Governors’ Annual Report is a document which contains data on the School.  A printed 
copy of the full document is available on request from the School.   
 
Many people find the full document long and inaccessible and, as a result, the School is required 
to provide parents with key summary information from the report. This includes Welsh Assembly 
Government summaries on teacher assessments at KS3, GCSE external examination performance, 
attendance information along with the provision made for pupils to participate in sport at the 
school. This summary information will be distributed to all parents once the Welsh Assembly Gov-
ernment produce their final summary documents in the next few weeks.   
 
Parents who wish to discuss any information in relation to the School with the Governing Body are 
invited to contact the chair of the governors Mr Derek Mutlow at the school. A full list of the mem-
bership of the Governing Body is provided below.  
 
 
 
 

Headteacher:    Dr Vince Browne 
Teachers:     Mr Mike Bell 
(Elected as representatives of the  Mrs Jane Jones   
teaching staff of the school)  Mrs Sharon Cox      
Parent:      
(Elected as representatives  Mrs Alyson Jones  
of pupils currently attending  Mr Robert Young 
the school)     Mrs Joanna Rogers 
      Mrs Alison Lucas 
      Ms Jeni Jenkins 
      Dr Carol Brown  
LEA Appointed:    Mrs Mari Gibbs 
(Nominated by the    Cllr Eddie Williams 
Local Education Authority   Mr Derek Mutlow (Chair) 
to serve on the    Mr John Clarke 
Governing Body)    Cllr Gwyn John 
Community:     Mr John Clifford 
(Invited by other governors  Mr Simon Morea 
to join the Governing Body.  Mr Graham Price (Vice Chair) 
Act as a link with the   Mr Matthew Hughes 
Community)     Mrs Sally Perini 
 
Head Boy/Head Girl:   Charlie Parsons 
      Bethan Davies 
Clerk:      Mrs Tracy Edwards 
(Takes the minutes of the  
Governing Body and all its 
Committees)   
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