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’Pupil voice is central to our development of the new 
curriculum’  



While the Welsh and Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 
departments are experts in teaching languages, this side 
to teaching the English language is new to English      
departments across Wales.  Here at Llantwit Major 
School, this has meant our Welsh and MFL departments 
have provided some fantastic training for the English 
department on how to teach new vocabulary.            
Consequently, if you walk down the Languages, Literacy 
and Communication corridor, you will hear pupils   
chanting their new vocabulary, practising pronunciation 
using repetition and regular recall  practice, no matter 
which classroom you pass.   

Furthermore, we have tried to help pupils understand 
why the skills and knowledge they develop within the 
AOLE are important, making it clear how and why they 
will help them succeed in the future. 

Languages, Literacy and Communication AOLE 

The creation of our Area of Learning           
Experience has allowed us to develop links 
between our languages to help pupils really 
understand how language works. In lessons, 
we have been drawing connections between 
English, Welsh and French, such as in the  
English Department’s Evolution of Language 
scheme of learning that Year 7 studied in the 
autumn term.  It has helped pupils              
understand how other languages, from      
Ancient Greek and Latin to French, have    
influenced the development of the English 
language, and how we can use our knowledge 
of different languages to help us understand 
more complex vocabulary. 

I am really enjoying being a part of the AOLE 
and contribuƟng to the new curriculum. It’s 
all about reshaping educaƟon and indeed 

adapƟng how we teach. It is certainly     
proving to be a refreshing change and I     

believe it will give students the best chance 
to succeed. 

I am enjoying the opportuniƟes 
to link topics and acƟviƟes with 

English and Welsh.  Teaching   
students the links between the 
three languages has been inter-
esƟng and enlightening for me 
also.  I have especially enjoyed 
marking students’ homework 

tasks where they have used the 
vocabulary that they have been 
learning in more creaƟve ways, 

such as wriƟng poems. 

 

Mrs Marshallsay, 
MFL Teacher 

Mrs Reid, English Teacher 

AOLE 

Area of Learning   

Experience 



Science & Technology AOLE 

The new Curriculum for Wales has enabled the STEM subjects to develop and deliver a curriculum 
that taps into our pupils’ natural curiosity, creaƟvity and innovaƟon.  Our Science and Technology 
AOLE also has a diverse network of external partnerships who are always very eager to come into 
school to support our pupils and nurture their natural talents, ensuring everyone is offered an        
opportunity to progress.  One project some of our Year 7 pupils have been working on recently was       
delivered by Melissa Hill, who flew all the way from the MassachuseƩs InsƟtute of Technology (MIT) 
in the USA!  Melissa designed and delivered a bespoke three week hands-on experience of urban 
planning and hopefully inspired some of our pupils to research and invesƟgate other potenƟal STEM 
related careers for their future.  



Science and Technology AOLE 

The aim of the Science and Technology AOLE is to raise the aspiration of all our pupils 
by offering a wide range of STEM related opportunities both inside and outside the 

classroom. 

We actively promote our pupil’s natural curiosity and inquisitiveness and encourage 
them to consider how STEM impacts all aspects of everyday life. 

What the technology teachers say: 

“The new Curriculum for Wales has allowed me 
to really think about what maƩers in design and        

technology in regards to pupil progression at 
the relevant  points of their educaƟon, and how 

it can feed into their future educaƟon and      
careers within design and engineering. It has 

also allowed me to create learning experiences 
that we feel are truly relevant to their             

development from both a skills and knowledge           
perspecƟve.” 

“The new Curriculum for Wales 
has allowed me to think more 
carefully about the knowledge 

and skills that pupils are        
acquiring. This has enabled   
pupils to design and make 

products that solve real and 
relevant problems within a   

variety of contexts.” 

“The new Curriculum for Wales has allowed 
me to design projects that will help students 
gain the knowledge and skills they need to 
be successful in all aspects of life. It has also 
allowed me to  link their learning to 
the  local area and effects on wellbeing.” STEM 

Science, Technology, 
Engineering and   

MathemaƟcs 



Science and Technology AOLE cont.. 

What the science teachers say 

“The new Curriculum for Wales has al-
lowed the development of more rele-
vant and accessible lessons, encourag-
ing pupils to consider more deeply the 
relevance of science to their lives and 

as potenƟal career in the future." 

“The new Curriculum for Wales 
has allowed more focus on pupils’ 
futures. Discussions about career 
progression through immersion in 

the subject has improved pupil 
vision across the board.” 

“The new Curriculum for Wales has allowed me to 
understand students’ learning from a different   
perspecƟve and incorporate exciƟng real world  

examples of science into my teaching.” 

“The new Curriculum for Wales has 
allowed me to really think about the 
relevance of areas of learning to the 
learners.  It has facilitated me in    
improving context and engagement 
for the learners.” 

“The new Curriculum for 
Wales has allowed me to 
adapt my teaching instrucƟon 
to have a blended learning 
approach. This method gives 
the learner an increased    
ownership of their learning 
and allows them to spend   
crucial Ɵme in the classroom 
finessing knowledge and   
idenƟfying any gaps.” 

“The new Curriculum for Wales  will support 
young people to develop the skills they need 
to make the most of life. It will give me more 
freedom to teach in ways the learners  
themselves feel will lead to the best         
outcomes.” 

“The new Curriculum for Wales has 
allowed me to offer an increased 
number of opportuniƟes for the   
pupils to be more creaƟve and more 
inquiring. The pupils can use their 
developing knowledge to design   
invesƟgaƟons which delve into      
aspects of the topic we are studying 
that specifically interests them.” 



Mathematics and Numeracy AOLE 

Mathematics is acknowledged as an 
essential life skill which supports    
progression across many subjects.  
Numeracy concerns the application of 
mathematics concepts to real life   
situations. It is in our homes, at the 
shops and allows us to keep score at 
sports! 

Practical applications of mathematics 
are at the heart of our mathematics 
lessons ensuring that learners value 
the purpose of the skills they are 
learning about.  

“One of the highlights of teaching     
mathemaƟcs is when pupils see the 
value of what they are learning. The 
surprise that comes with the realisa-
Ɵon that they would not have mobile 
phones or computer games without 
algebra is a favourite of mine.” 

MathemaƟcs Teacher 

Mathematics and numeracy help learners to do well in their other subjects.  Geometry skills such 
as knowing areas of shapes helps when carrying out design projects in DT, and being able to     
understand graphs is essential in science, geography and health & wellbeing lessons. 

“The new curriculum has allowed us to 
develop stronger links between       
departments. Using data analysis skills 
introduced in mathemaƟcs lessons to 
research changing trends in society 
has enriched learners’ awareness of 
these issues when studying               
geography” 

Geography Teacher 



 

 

This spring term, all Year 7 students will take 
part in the Moondance project. This is a      
project that aims to increase bowel cancer 
screening rates in the Vale of Glamorgan.  

The Moondance project will be delivered 
across a number of AOLE areas including    
Science, English, ICT and Health and           
Wellbeing.  

As part of the project, further information on 
signs and symptoms and reducing the risk of 
bowel cancer will also be sent home to       
parents and guardians. 

Health and Wellbeing AOLE 

 

Health and Wellbeing Lessons 

This year a new ‘health and wellbeing’ lesson 
has been timetabled for one hour per week. The 
following topics will be covered over the course 
of the year: 

¨ Celebrating diversity and equality 

¨ Careers 

¨ Emotional Health and Wellbeing 

¨ Rights, responsibilities and British voting 

¨ Life beyond school 

¨ Staying safe  

 

Food and Nutrition 

Year 7 food and nutrition students have been planning and preparing foods such as fruit salad, French 
bread pizza, apple crumble and flapjacks. They have also been learning about the eat well guide, the     
importance of the nutrients within food and the illnesses and diseases that can occur from having an    
unbalanced diet. 

In October, students received First Aid training from Mini First Aid.  

Students were taught how to administer CPR, deal with bleeds, burns, choking and more.  

Following feedback from parents, we have extended this offer into swimming lessons, where students 
learn personal survival skills.  



Health and Wellbeing AOLE cont.. 

 

PE 

During the Autumn term, all Year 7 students took part in a Health and Wellbeing project during their 
PE lessons. This project has allowed Year 7 students to complete a team building scheme of work 
which has focused on a skills and qualities audit carried out by all new students based on their own 
evaluation of themselves as a healthy and active young person. On completion of their own            
self-analysis, students have then taken part in various team activities and challenges including       
orienteering, map reading and problem solving. All pupils have then completed a second skills audit 
following their development through the term and evaluated their progress. 

Using these highlighted personal strengths and weaknesses, pupils have then researched their      
desired professions and assessed whether they currently possess the desired skills and qualities 
needed. Pupils have then been given the opportunity to compare various occupations and explore 
roles that may be best suited to them based on their audit which has provided occupational          
information resulting in future learning and lifelong goals. Pupils also compared occupational details 
such as hours worked, pay and criteria needed to access various professions. 



By working on themes across the subject disciplines, students 
can experience topics holistically which helps to prepare them 

for a broad and diverse world of work. This term, in each subject 
they will have opportunities to develop their appreciation of cul-

tures and societies in Wales, exploring Welsh folk song, Welsh 
landscape and Welsh history. They will work as individuals and in 

groups to explore and create theatre, music and art which will 
be celebrated in the whole school Eisteddfod.  

Expressive Arts AOLE 

Expressive Arts is essential to developing artistic skills and knowledge and it enables learners to become  
curious and creative individuals. Each term, art, music and drama students are focusing on their skills to 
‘explore, respond & create’ under the themes of Developing Skill, Curriculum Cymraeg and Health &      
Wellbeing.  

‘The new curriculum enables the arts to deliver a relevant, real world curriculum that provides learners with 
the opportunity to develop knowledge and creaƟve skills that can be transferred in to a number of different 
professions. The inclusive nature of progression within the new curriculum means that all abiliƟes are catered 
for and that we, as teachers, are able to encourage and nurture a range of arƟsƟc talent.’  

Kirsty Donaldson, Art & Photography  



Humanities AOLE 

In Year 7, history, geography and religion, values and ethics (RVE), we have a themaƟc approach.  One unit 
in parƟcular that receives excellent feedback from students is our ‘I Love Llantwit’ project.  For this unit of 
study, all of our Year 7 pupils have an opportunity to visit St Illtyd’s Church, discover the rich history of our 
local area and explore key places of geographical interest.  

We also had an opportunity to explore several of the impressive buildings along the Blue Plaque Trail and 
learned more about the role of these places in our local community. 

At St Illtyd’s Church, we were given a warm welcome.  Pupils were given an chance to explore its key       
features.  Pupils also had a great Ɵme exploring the church and learning about the role of the Church in 
Llantwit today. 

For this parƟcular project, pupils are encouraged to develop group skills and work together in order to    
present their love of Llantwit in a creaƟve way. Some composed their own song about Llantwit, some made 
websites all about Llantwit and some made their own version of Llantwit Monopoly!  



Curriculum for Wales 

Bilingualism and the Welsh language are at the 
heart of the new curriculum. It is essential to    
ensure that our pupils leave as confident Welsh 
citizens.  

We encourage every student to use as much 
Welsh as possible throughout the day. Year 7 have 
a Welsh pastoral team where their form teachers 
and Progress Leader speak Welsh. Form times and 
progress assemblies are delivered bilingually.   
Pupils are awarded weekly for their use of Welsh 
and are recognised for their positive attitude    
towards learning the language. The curriculum  
supports the Government’s vision of 1 million 
Welsh speakers by 2050.  

Dwyieithrwydd / Bilingualism  
Siarter Iaith – Cymraeg Campus 

At the end of the last academic year, Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr celebrated receiving the Bronze award for 
bilingualism. 

Here at Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr, we are very proud of our Welsh language and culture. We strive to en-
sure it is at the heart of everything we do.  

This academic year, we are working towards receiving the Silver award. We have plenty of activities 
planned including the Eisteddfod, Year 7 Pen Pal Scheme and Gig Cymraeg as part of ‘Dydd Miwsig   
Cymru’. Year 7 have the opportunity to join Welsh Club which is run through a partnership with the 
Urdd and Menter Iaith. The Urdd provide opportunities for our pupils to enjoy using the language    
outside of a classroom environment.   



Ambitious Learners and Pupil Input 

 

At Llantwit Major School we are           
passionate about the aspirations of our 

pupils. The curriculum for Wales has    
allowed us to develop a model where our 

students are challenged, given               
responsibility to develop and immersed in 

their surroundings to give them ideas 
about possible career progression.  

  

 

Enrichment 

To provide enrichment, we organise a     
variety of experiences where pupils gain a 
wider perspecƟve of the world outside of 
Llantwit Major. We have strong links with 

CERN in Geneva as well as other              
excursions, both abroad and within the 

BriƟsh Isles. 

 

How do our lessons develop ambiƟous learners? 

In line with the new Curriculum for Wales, we are 
acƟvely discussing how lessons link to careers. 
“What’s the point?” is an excellent method 
adopted by staff to allow pupils to develop their 
understanding of how each lesson can apply to 
their future aspiraƟons.  

Our learners have regular discussions about     
potenƟal careers. This enables the pupils to 
broaden their horizons through regular exposure. 

 

Sixth Form AspiraƟon Awards 

We have developed a number of aspiraƟon 
awards to reward our pupils for going the 
extra mile and gaining posiƟve points.  

The awards have already allowed over 
eighty pupils to socialise in our school gar-
den and use our outdoor pizza oven, whilst    
spending Ɵme with our sixth form pupils 
and raising aspiraƟons toward the sixth 
form.  



 

Those who are always ‘Ready To Learn’ will be  
eligible for a number of rewards including:  

¨ reward trips; 

¨ Eisteddfod; 

¨ year group access to canteen reward breaks; 

¨ non-school uniform days. 

 

Readiness to Learn 

At Llantwit, we believe that readiness to learn is the ability for an individual to actively engage in the  
learning process. As such, we expect all of our students to follow three clear rules which will ensure 

they are ready to learn.  

BE SAFE 

Students should not be behaving in a way which 
someone could become hurt. For example, if wres-
tling with friends, even if it is play, someone could get 
hurt and this is not to take place in school. 
 
We do still have a one way system in place in school 
to avoid congestion of corridors.  
 
Please talk to your child about how they can be safe 
in school. 
 

BE RESPECTFUL 

We expect our learners to be respectful to 
all staff and peers in school. Some examples 
of how students can show respect would 
include: 

¨ following instructions the first time; 
¨ being polite; 
¨ not using bad language; 
¨ listening to and respecting others 

when answering questions; 
¨ not sending any unkind messages or 

posting negative comments on so-
cial media. 

 
Parents can help support this behaviour by 
setting clear boundaries and routines and 
supporting school with consequences for 
poor behaviour at home. It is also equally 
important to praise your child for positive 
behaviour. 

BE READY 

Your child can ‘be ready’ by: 
 
¨ packing bags the night before 

school;  
¨ arriving at school and lessons on 

time; 
¨ completing homework. 

 
It would be helpful for parents and carers 
to ensure that your child knows where their 
uniform is and that it is ready for them to 
wear each morning.  All pupils are also   
expected to arrive at school fully 
equipped.  This means that they bring a 
school bag with them each day containing 
their own stationery equipment, a water 
bottle (energy drinks are not permitted in 
school), healthy snacks, lunch fob and bus 
pass etc. 
 



Welsh 

Pupils have been exposed to job adverts and 
career paths which link with Welsh language 
skills on different websites. AƩenƟon has been 
drawn to careers where Welsh is essenƟal and 
other jobs that state a knowledge of Welsh 
would be advantageous and desirable. The jobs 
have been within different areas including the 
media and within universiƟes and colleges.  

Careers & Work Related Experiences (CWRE) 

Careers and Work Related Experiences 
(CWRE) is a statutory part of the Curriculum 
for Wales (CFW) and, as such, has an           
important contribuƟon to make to the     
educaƟon of all our learners at Llantwit    
Major School. CreaƟng opportuniƟes that 
supports our CWRE vision is central to every-
thing we do: 

“We aim to encourage pupils to explore 
opportuniƟes whilst promoƟng careers  
creaƟvity and independence so that our 
learners can imagine their dream jobs and 
make realisƟc and achievable plans for 
shaping their career.” 

Here are some examples of what curriculum 
areas are doing to promote CWRE. 

Expressive Arts 

In Expressive Arts, students are given lots of 
opportuniƟes to connect their learning to 
the world of work through collaboraƟons 
with employers.  Year 7 have already 
worked with Tangent CreaƟvity, developing 
maths through Beatboxing & Pen and Paper 
Theatre in Stage Combat. 

Science 

Our aim in science is to encourage all of our 
pupils to engage with a wide range of STEM 
based experienƟal learning opportuniƟes and 
to raise aspiraƟons through the exploraƟon of a 
wealth of STEM related careers. 

 
 



 

Our Cluster Council, which is made 
up of students from our link primary 

schools, is also talking to us about 
what is fantastic about learning at 
their school so that we can work 

collaboratively to share good      
practice across the cluster.    

 

“Student feedback can be used to 
improve the way the curriculum is 

delivered. We are the ones who are 
being taught so we know how to 

make it better and more engaging 
for us”.  

Sam Lee Year 8 

 

Student Voice & Transition 

 

Students of Llantwit Major School and our   
cluster primary schools have been heavily      
involved in the planning and embedding of the 
new Welsh curriculum model. They have 
worked with parents, teachers, leaders and  
governors to reflect on best practice and give 
ideas about what they feel their learning should 
be like and what it should look like. Our Student 
Council work regularly with a variety of       
stakeholders, but this year we have also          
introduced pupil forums for each Area of   
Learning. So far, in 2022/2023 50% of the year 
group have been directly involved in working 
with teachers to feedback on their experiences. 
They will meet at least two more times to      
reflect through the year. 

 



 Digital Competence: developing  

pupils’ digital skills  
The development of pupils’ digital competence is a key part of our curriculum.  The digital competence 
framework (DCF) provides opportuniƟes for pupils to develop their digital skills and the resilience to 
adapt to the changing technological world.  Skills are delivered through taught courses, enhancing the 
learning of cross-curricular subjects and through extra-curricular clubs and challenges. There are four are-
as of digital learning outlined below, together with examples of curricular and extra-curricular challenges.  



Progression and Assessment 

Assessment is an integral part of your child’s 
learning every day.  

Assessment is a fundamental part in         
ensuring each learner is making progress at 
a pace that is appropriate to them. It is a 
collaborative and ongoing process where 
each child is supported to understand how 
well they are doing and what they need to 
do to progress further. It means that      
learners can be both supported and        
challenged as appropriate.  

Learner understanding is viewed on an     
ongoing/continual basis to build up an     
holistic view to support progression.  This 
allows learners to develop, display and    
progress their understanding in a variety of 
ways to match their aptitudes and interests, 
making learning relevant and purposeful to 
them. 

By considering progress across all 
subjects, we can identify any is-
sues that may be holding back 
general progression, for example 
reading or recall of key mathemat-
ical facts, and put in support to 
help address this.  

From a teacher’s perspective 

“Assessing learning in practical ways, including outdoor or 
while working in groups can alleviate anxiety students may 
have with traditional testing, which I have found has really 
helped me understand my students’ areas of strength or 
where they need support” 



Additional Learning Needs and  

Nurture UK Award 

Additional Learning Needs 

As a school, we have been adapting to the many 
changes of the Additional Learning Needs Tribunal Act 
over the past three years. The new code of practice 
works in conjunction with Curriculum for Wales, where 
the young person is at the heart of all decisions made. 
We are working as a Person Centred Practice School, 
which is a way of working together with the young  
person, parents/guardians, outside agencies and   
communicating positively with each other, with the 
child or young person at the centre of the process. 

This has proven to be a valuable tool in helping our 
young people to achieve their aspirations and hopes 
for the future. 

 

Nurture UK Award 

Eighteen months ago, we started on our journey to achieve the 
Nurture UK award. We have been working on the six principles of 
Nurture across the school:  

1. Children's learning is understood developmentally. 

2. The classroom offers a safe base. 

3. The importance of nurture for the development of wellbeing. 

4. Language is a vital means of communication. 

5. All behaviour is communication. 

6. The importance of transition in children's lives. 

Nurture UK have been working with us to support our commitment 
to creating a more nurturing environment for all pupils to learn in. 
We are improving all the wellbeing areas to make them more     
sensory enriched, including our sensory rooms. All staff are using 
nurture techniques and strategies with pupils in interventions. In 
addition, we offer a breakfast club to help our young people start 
the day as positively as possible. To help pupils understand their 
responses to situations, we have updated the noticeboards around 
the school with strategies and explanations to understanding the 
brain. 


